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PNA security detain 
would-be bombers 

GAZA CITY (AFP) _ Palestinian security men 
attested two Islamists from the Gaza Strip on Frito 
as they tried to enter Israel laden with explosives a 
Palesnntan source said Sunday. A senior security offi 
cial questioned by AFP in Gaza said onT Z “wj 
have arrested individuals who were planning to cam, 
our an attack against Israel.” “We arc purging 

he sad without giving further detail* 
According to the Palestinian source, the two Islamic 
are members of Islamic Jihad, a small otoud which 
remains committed to armed struggle ajainsi Israel 
The two were detained as they tried to cm through the 
barbed-wire fence that separates Israel from the Gaza 
Strip. 
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Kurd rebels kill three 
Turkish militiamen 

DIYARBAKIR(R) — Kurdish rebels killed three 
members of a Turkish militia force in an attack on a 
village in southeastern Turkey, a security official said 
on Sunday. He said a group of 1 2 Kurdistan Workers 
Party tPKK) guerrillas had tried to enter a village in 
Batman province on Saturday afternoon but had been 
fought off by members of the local “village guard” 
militia. Three militiamen died in the fighting. No 
PK K casualties were reported. Turkey employs more 
than 60,000 Kurdish guards to bolster its campaign 
against the PKK, which is fighting for self-rule in the 
mainly-Kurdish southeast of Turkey. More than 
28.000 people have been killed in the conflict. 
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MS elections, ending Kohl era 
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BONN (AFP) — Opposition 
candidate Gerhard Schroed- 
er's Social Democrats (SPD) 
won Germany’s general elec- 
tions Sunday, according to 
computer-projected - results, 
ending the 16-year era of 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl and 
' opening the way for a differ- 
ent tilling coalition. 

In a surprisingly strong per- 
formance, the SPD took 41.2 
pear cent of the vote for the 
lower house of parliament, or 
Bundestag, soundly trounc- 
ing Kohl’s Christian Democ- 
ratic Union ( CD U) /Christian 
Social Union (CSID parties 
which had 35.0 per cent of 
the vote, according to ZDF 
television. 

The figures were confirmed 
by near-identical ARD televi- 
sion projections. 

The cigar-smoking, busi- 
ness-friendly, centrist-leaning 
Gerhard Schroeder, 54, thus 
brings the left back into 
power in Germany and will 
lead the world’s thud largest 
economy into the 21st centu- 
ry when the Bundestag con- 
firms his four-year term. 

Discontent due to high 
unemployment and weari- 
ness with Kohl propels 
Schroeder into the first leftist 
government since that led by 
Helmut Schmidt, who was 
replaced by Kohl in 1982, 
when the small liberal Free 
Democratic . Party switched 
allegiance. 

■•Kohl went on to win elec- 



Social Democrat candidate Gerhard Schroeder and party leader Oskar Lafontaine raise 
their hands in victory before supporters in Bonn on Sunday. Schroeder promised to pur- 
sue foreign policy continuity and battle mass unemployment as Germany's new chan- 
cellor (Reuters photo) 


toral victory after victory, but 
the prestige he won after 
overseeing German reunifi- 
cation in 1990 finally wore 
off Sunday, \foiers in the east 
of the country who supported 
him in the 1990 and 1994 
elections apparently deserted 
him. 

But it was not immediately 
clear Sunday evening if 
Schroeder would be leading a 


new, leftist coalition or would 
have to form u left-right 
grand coalition. 

The SPD appeared certain 
of a majority in the lower 
house of parliament, the Bun- 
destag, in alliance with fellow 
leftists of the Greens Envi- 
ronmental Party. 

Schroeder has, however, 
said he wants to be sure of a 
“solid” majority, and he said 


Sunday he would not begin 
working chi the form of his 
government until Monday, 
when final results are known. 

Schroeder Sunday ended a 
string of Kohl victories over 
four other SPD chancellor- 
candidates. Bom in 1944, he 
represents post-war genera- 
tions, while Kohl, 68, often 
speaks of his memories as a 
child of World Warn, 


“Voters have with this elec- 
tion fulfilled a generation 
change,” Schroeder told a 
cheering crowd at SPD party 
headquarters in Bonn. 

“After 16 years, the Kohl 
era is over,” he added. “We 
must now radically mod- 
ernise our country," Schroed- 
er said. 

He claimed to represent a 
**new middle” or “new cen- 
tre" embracing left and the 
right — the political centre- 
ground he was aiming for in 
this election. 

Schroeder will be only the 
third SPD chancellor in the 
history of federal Germany, 
which was founded in 1949. 

It was also the firsrtime dial 
federal Germany has chosen 
a new chancellor in an elec- 
tion. Previous changes hav- 
ing taken place after votes of 
confidence in the Bundestag. 

In later comments on tele- 
vision, Schroeder said the 
key to the SPD’s success 
were the party’s programme 
and the support it had shown 
him, particularly from SPD 
chief Oskar Lafontaine. 

He said it was a "joint suc- 
cess” which paved the way 
fra* a “more modem, more 
socially just Germany.” 

The outgoing chancellor 
promptly accepted defeat. 
“Tbe Social Democrats have 
won. The voters have decid- 
ed,” Kohl told a news 

(Continued on page 7) 


Senate panel gives failing grades 
to economic reform programme 


By Gbalia Aiul 

AMMAN — Jordan’s privatisation 
process, its economic reform pro- 
gramme, and its overall policy to 
encourage free market develop- 
ment. all received failing grades bv 
the Senate Economic and Financial 
Committee Sunday. 

The privatisation process — 
inherited by the newly-appointed 
government from previous adminis- 
trations — has thus far proceeded 
in slow motion because of "hesita- 
tion and procrastination,” commit- 
tee members said. 

“Jordan still needs the revenues of 
privatisation — slowing the pace 
[of the processj will only slow the 
recovery,” economist Fahd Fanek 
wrote in a column published in the 
Jordan Times last month. 

Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh 
recently said negotiations are under 
way to sell 40 per cent of the Jordan 
Telecommunication Corporation to 
the highest bidder. 

Plans to privatise the debt-ridden 


state airline. Royal Jordanian (RJ), 
have taken off with the initialling of 
agreements with the French bank 
Paribas and the English law firm, 
Clifford Chance, earlier this month. 
The deals will jssisi m rhe restme- 
luriiig and eventual Mile of a large 
stake of RJ. 

The Senate committee said in a 
statement issued after an expanded 
meeting with the government's eco- 
nomic team that Jordan's success in 
macro-economic stabilisation has 
not been matched by substantial 
progress in structural reforms. 

“The economic reforms which 
achieved this macro-economic 
growth should have been followed 
by an equal growth in other sectors 
of the economy,” said the statement. 
“Therefore it is difficult to achieve 
sustainable macro- economic stabil- 
ity without implementing other 
comprehensive structural reforms." 

The economic restructuring pro- 
gramme has succeeded in bringing 
down inflation from 25.7 per cent 
in 1989 to about four per cent since 


1994. stabilising the exchange rate 
of the dinar, decreasing the budget 
deficit as a percentage of Che gross 
domestic product (GDP) from 81 
per cent in 1991 to five per cent in 
1994 and 1995. and reducing for- 
eign debts as a percentage of the 
GDP from 223 per cent in 1989 to 
about 90 per cent in 1997, the state- 
ment said. 

But the government’s disclosure 
in June that the economy has been 
growing at a snail’s pace raised 
questions about the ability of the 
economic reform programme to 
generate growth. 

The government announced this 
summer that the 1996 and 1997 
GDP growth figures did not exceed 
0.8 per cent and 2.5-3.0 per cent 
respectively down from the project- 
ed five per cent and 5.2 per cent. 

The committee, seeking to diag- 
nose the country's economic ills, 
said after revising the contribution 
of different important sectors to the 
GDP during the past 12 years — 
five years before the launching of 


economic reforms in 1989 and 
seven years after — it found that no 
tangible results were achieved in 
structuring the productive sectors. 

The committee added that the 
GDP has increased by 45 per cent 
from 1990 to I99t» — more than 
two-thirds of this percentage was 
achieved in financial, insurance and 
real estate services, indirect taxes 
and construction. 

The contribution of the agricultur- 
al and industrial sectors to the 
increase in the GDP was minimal, it 
added. 

“We conclude that Jordan failed 
to meet its commitment to a devel- 
opment policy targeted towards free 
market competition, developing the 
country’s competitive edge and 
enhancing local economic 
strengths." 

Growth in exports, which should 
have increased by 10 per cent annu- 
ally at current prices to enable the 
country to pay the principal of the 

(Continued on page 7) 
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When rescheduling debts is no longer an option, 
government must resort to the art of persuasion 
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By GhadeerTaher 

AMMAN — Jordan will have 
to dig a little deeper into its 
pockets come the year 2000 to 
service its $6.5 billion debt 
unless foreign debtors agree to 
write-off or swap some of its 
financial obligations. 

By then, Jordan, no longer 
eligible to reschedule a major 
portion of its debt, will have to 
begin making principal pay- 
ments, exerting more pressure 
on an already sluggish econo- 
my, according to economists. 

The finance minis try will 
have to pay over $700 million 
in the year 2000 with gradual 
increases for several years 
after thai. By comparison, Jor- 
dan has paid $535 milli on in 
1997, $581 million in 1996 
8*3 $461 million in 1995. 


Economists predict more 
hard times ahead for an econ- 
omy plagued with deepening 
social and economic woes and 
growing ai a mere 2.5 per cent 
of gross domestic product 
(GDP). 

“We can manage [to repay 
the debt due] but it will cer- 
tainly put further strain on ite 
economy and affect our abili- 
ty to target our priorities,” one 
economist said, referring to 
much needed funds for pro- 
grammes to stem increasing 
poverty and rising unemploy- 
ment 

The new government, man- 
dated to fight corruption, 
quicken snail-paced refoiros 
and consolidate the stability of 
the Jordanian dinar while 
reigning in public spending, 
will find its job that much 


tougher when it comes time to 
make good on its debt. 

Jordan, which has spent 
most of the decade imple- 
menting a strict IMF restruc- 
turing programme after a 
severe economic crisis in 
1989, had rescheduled $2.8 
billion of its debt 
Repayment of the debt, 
which has been reduced from 
190 per cent of GDP in 1990 
to 90 per cent today, will be 
financed through new borrow- 
ing, remittances, and exports, 
thus avoiding lapping into (he 
treasury’s foreign reserves, an 
economist said 
One way to reduce the bur- 
den on the economy is to con- 
vince debtor countries to for- 
give or grant debt swap equity, 
officials and economists said. 
Prime Minister Fayez 


Tarawneh, in his policy state- 
ment to the Lower House of 
Parliament, said Jordan was 
engaged in serious negotia- 
tions with major donor coun- 
tries. including Germany, 
England and Japan for debt 
forgiveness or converting 
some of the debts into local 
investments. 

Nearly half of the country's 
debt, $3 billion, is owed to the 
governments of Japan, Eng- 
land and France. The King- 
dom’s debt to commercial 
banks makes up only 10 per 
cent of the total debt. 

Many European countries 
have accepted the principle of 
debt fbigiveness and/or debt 
equity swaps, but economists 
do not expect Japan, which is 
owed $1.8 billion, to accept 
this arrangement 


Successive governments 
have succeeded in reducing 
the debt through debt forgive- 
ness, swaps and buy backs. 

As a reward for signing the 
1994 peace treaty with IsraeL, 
the United States forgave Jor- 
dan $700 million in debt. Also 
in 1994. the United Kingdom 
forgave Jordan $70 million. 

France has granted Jordan 
millions of dollars in debt 
swap equity and the govern- 
ment over the last seven years 
has purchased parts of its debt 
at a discount. 

“Jordan has a good chance 
of getting debt equity swaps 
but die government has to 
encourage investment oppor- 
tunities in Older to use the 
money” said an economist. 


Kuwaiti deputy premier 
visits King in Washington 



WASHINGTON (Petra; — 
His Majesty King Hussein 
Saturday received ai his resi- 
dence in Washington Kuwaiti 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Ahmad AI Sabah w ho 
wished the King a speedy 
recovery and conveyed to 


him greetings and good wish- 
es from Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh 
Jaber AI Ahmad Al Sabah. 

During the meeting, attend- 
ed by Jordan's .Ambassador 
to the United States Marwan 
Muasher and Kuwaiti 
Ambassador in Washington 
Sheikh Mohammad Al 
Sabah, the two sides dis- 
cussed bilateral relations. 

Meanwhile. King Hussein 
sent a letter to Prince Abdul- 
lah Ben Abdul Aziz, the 
crown prince of Saudi Ara- 
bia, thanking him for his visit 
last Friday. 

In his message, the King 
said he would not forget the 
noble feelings and the good 
wishes accorded to him by 
the Saudi royal family, noting 
that the visit left a deep 
impression on himself. Her 
Majesty Queen Noor and 



Their Royal Highnesses 
Princes Hamzeh and 

Hashem. 

King Hussein also 

expressed his delight at the 
invitation of Prince Ab dullah 
for the King to visit Saudi 
Arabia and to perform the 
Umra, lesser pilgrimage. 


JTC cuts direct line to 
Israel after financial dispute 


By Alia Shukri Hamzeh 

AMMAN — The Jordanian 
Telecommunications Com- 
pany (JTC) has cur its direct 
line to Israel's state-owned 
Bezeq Telecom Company 
after a financial dispute, 
JTC chief said Sunday. 

Ali Shukri, chairman of 
the JTC, told the Jordan 
Times that the direct line 
between the two countries 
had been cut earlier this 
month because Bezeq Inter- 
national Ltd., a unit of the 
state-owned Bezeq Israel 
Telecom, has not been pay- 
ing its bills for the past year. 

"They owe us $5 million, 
and they have been refusing 
to pay those bills since 
1997,’’ he said. 

A report in Reuters yes- 


terday, quoted a Bezeq 
source as saying that Bezeq 
does not owe the JTC any 
money. 

Die source said Jordan 
Telecom stopped connect- 
ing calls about two weeks 
ago, forcing what is consid- 
ered Israel's largest interna- 
tional calling company to 
route calls to Jordan via a 
third country. 

The source added thit this 
change would not affect the 
quality of services and 
charges. 

Bezeq had issued a state- 
ment saying it- had invited 
Jordan's Telecom chairman 
for a meeting in Israel fol- 
lowing unsuccessful talks 
in Jordan last month but 
that no date had been set. 

Shukri stressed that the 


cut would not effect the ser- 
vices and call links with 
Israel since JTC deals with 
a private Israeli company. 
Golden Lines. 

"Our work relation with 
Golden Lines has been 
going smoothly and per- 
fectly," Shukri said, adding 
that the company was "very 
professional" and has been 
paying its bills regularly 
and on time. 

According to Shukri, JTC 
had been dealing with 
Bezeq since the signing of 
the peace treaty in 1994. 
But, he said, "although 
there is an agreement, they 
have decided not to pay 
their bills.” 


Albright meets with Arafat, 
Netanyahu separately 


NEW YORK (R) — U.S. Sec- 
retary of Stale Madeleine 
Albright held separate talks 
with Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat and Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu Saturday night in a 
fresh effort to concfude a 
peace deal and forestall 
Arafar’s threat to declare a 
Palestinian state. 

After seeing Arafat, Albright 
told reporters the meeting was 
“good” one but she and other 
U.S. officials declined to elab- 
orate. 

She then drove several 
blocks to Netanyahu’s heavily 
secured hotel and held an 80- 
minute meeting with the 
Israeli leader. There was no 
immediate word on the results 
of that session. 

Albright, who spent last 
week in New York for the 
opening of die UN. General 
Assembly, returned to the city 
late Saturday after attending 
the wedding of a close aide in 
Washington. 

She is shuttling between the 
two cities as part of an U.S. 
urgent push in the next few 
days to try to lock-in progress 
on key issues that Israel and 
the Palestinians have been 
negotiating for 1 S months 
without success. 

The aim is to announce 
some kind of concrete 
progress next week. Arafat and 
Netanyahu are to meet sepa- 
rately with President Bill Clin- 
ton in Washington then but 
officials say a three-way meet- 
ing could be arranged if events 
warranted it 

"The Israelis have done their 
half and we're waiting to see 
what the Palestinians are going 
to do on security” one Israeli 
diplomat said. 

U.S. officials have said 


Albright may hold more meet- 
ings on Sunday. 

U.S. spokesman James 
Rubin said there was no 
expectation Albright's efforts 
would soon achieve the com- 
prehensive accord on further 
Israeli troop withdrawals from 
the West Bank and Palestinian 
security commitments that the 
two parties have been seeking. 

Instead, in an effort to sal- 
vage a peace process thai has 
deteriorated ominously, the 
United Stales is seeking in the 
near term partial agreements 
that “advance or solve key 
issues," Rubin said 

“Thai doesn't mean it’s an 
agreement and it's an accord, 
it just means that key aspects 
can be agreed" he told 
reporters at the Waldorf Asto- 
ria Hotel, where Albright is 
staying and hosted the Arafar 
meeting. 

This is at least a temporary 
shift in U.S. strategy, which up 
until now had been aimed at a 
comprehensive troop with- 
drawal and security accord 
that would open the door to 
“final status" lsrael-Palestinian 
negotiations. 

The partial agreement under 
discussion would not te the 
key that leads to final status 
talks, Rubin said. 

He has not specified what a 
partial agreement might cover. 

But major items under dis- 
cussion include security, with- 
drawal of Israeli troops from 
the West Bank, establishment 
of a Gaza industrial site and an 
airport. and "unilateral 
actions" that could harm peace 
efforts, like further Israeli set- 
tlements or a declaration of 
Palestinian statehood. 

Washington is trying to 
bridge an impasse between 
Israel and the Prlestinians over 


a U.S. proposal for an Israeli 
troop withdrawal from another 
13 per cent of the West Bank 
in return for tougher Palestin- 
ian moves against Muslim 
militants. 

Differences have centred on 
the nature of the Palestinian 
security measures and an 
Israeli demand that three per 
cent of the land it hands over 
should be held as a “nature 
preserve" under Israeli securi- 
ty control. 

Netanyahu said last Thurs- 
day the two sides were near 
agreement on the nature pre- 
serve. But Palestinians must 
do more to assure Israel land 
handed over “does not become 
a base for terrorism,” he said, 
Arafat, signalling frustration 
with the slow-moving peace 
process, has threatened to 
declare a Palestinian state 
when he addresses the U.N. 
General Assembly on Mon- 
day. 

The Americans fear this 
would be another major blow 
to negotiations and they have 
urged other Arab leaders to try 
to prevent it. 

Rubin said Albright would 
“surely” make that point 
directly to Arafat 

“All we can say is our view 
and our view is it would be a 
mistake and not helpful for 
Chairman Arafat to make a 
unilateral statement including 
a statement about declaration 
of a Palestinian state,” he said. 

Rubin stressed that the Unit- 
ed States also opposes unilat- 
eral actions by Israel on sub- 
jects — like settlement build- 
ing — that by agreement are 
set aside for resolution in final 
status negotiations. 

But he said it is not Arafat’s 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Seven Algerians killed in 
latest attacks — papers 


ALGIERS iR) — Seven 
people died in the latest 
bloodshed in Algeria, two 
of them villagers killed by 
Muslim rebels trying to 
cany out a massacre in a 
village, newspapers report- 
ed on Sunday. 

The daily El Watan 
reported that 30 rebels 
stormed the village of 
Ouled Hadou in the 
province of Mascara. 300 
km west of Algiers, on Fri- 
day and cut the throats of 
two peasants. 

The assailants tried to kill 
more villagers but govern- 
ment security forces inter- 


Israeli 

court 

releases 

settler 

who killed 

Palestinian 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
{AFP) — An Israeli court 
ordered Sunday the release 
of a Jewish settler who had 
been under bouse arrest 
for killing a Palestinian 
youth 10 days ago near 
Ramallah in the West 
Bank. 

The Jerusalem court 
imposed only one restric- 
tion on the free movement 
of the settler Avshalom 
Ladani — he is forbidden 
to return to the West Bank 
so that he will not incite 
revenge attacks, a court 
official said. 

A week ago the court 
released Ladani, 35. from 
the settlement of Dolev 
near Ramallah to a 
Jerusalem youth hostel 
where he remained under 
surveillance. 

According to a ballistics 
analysis. Ladani shot and 
killed 16-year old Iyad 
Karadssi after his car was 
hit by stones. 

Ladani argued that he 
fired in self-defence but 
bystanders said he got out 
of his car to fire at the 
stone-throwers before dis- 
appearing. 

Settler groups have 
mounted a vigorous cam- 
paign to have Ladani freed 
while the Palestinian 
Authority has demanded 
that he be extradited to 
stand trial in a Palestinian 
court. 

Israel’s judicial authori- 
ties have historically 
shown leniency to Jewish 
settlers accused of killing 
Palestinians, including 
children, by not pursuing 
cases or by handing down 
only symbolic sentences. 
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vened quickly to prevent a 
massacre, it said. 

The government troops 
forced the guerrillas to flee 
into nearby woods, El 
Watan added without say- 
ing whether there were 
casualties among the 
attackers or on the govern- 
ment side. 

In another attack. Muslim 
rebels shot dead two pro- 
government militiamen on 
Saturday wheD they raided 
Kadiria area in Bouira 
region. 90 km east of 
Algiers, the newspaper Lib- 
erte, without giving details. 

In the eastern coastal 


province of Skikda, troops 
killed three rebels on Satur- 
day in a military operation 
in Azzaba area, a guerrilla 
stronghold, Liberte said. 

Algeria has been racked 
by violence since early 
1992 when the authorities 
cancelled a general election 
in which radical Islamists 
had taken a commanding 
lead. 

More than 65,000 people 
— civilians, soldiers, 
policemen and rebels — 
have been killed in the 
North African country since 
then, according to Western 
estimates. 


Nineteen killed in 
factional violence 
in Somalia 



One charged 
after swoop 
on Muslim 
suspects 


RABIN ASSASSIN'S ACCOMPLICE WITH FAMILY: Margalith Har-Shefi, the 23-year-old friend of Prime Min- 
ister Yitzhak Rabin's assassin, stands Sunday in a Tel Aviv court alongside her mother (C) and a relative. The 
court sentenced Har-Shefi to nine months in prison for failing to prevent Rabin's murder despite knowing that 
his assassin Yigal Amir was stalking the prime minister ("Reuters photo) 


LONDON (R) — One man 
has been diaiged wiih posses- 
sion of a prohibited weapon 
following last Wednesday’s 
arrest in London of seven 
Muslim suspects in an anti- 
guerrilla police swoop, a 
police spokesman said on 
Sunday. 

He said another of the seven 
people untested had been 
released, while the other five 
were still detained under 

Britain's immigr ation mire 

The spokesman declined to 
identify the men involved, bn 
said the individual who had 
been charged would appear in 
court on Monday. 

A spokesman for the Muba- 
jiroun group, wtikh lobbies 
for an “Islamic world Oder," 
told Reuters on Thursday that 
the seven people involved 
were six Egyptians and a 
Saudi Arabian citizen. 


MOGADISHU CAFF) — At 
least 19 people were killed and 
21 others wounded when two 
rival factions fought in the 
south-central Somali towns of 
Baidoa and Binhakaba, a 
spokesman for one faction here 
told AFP on Sunday. 

Mohammad Aden Ali 
“Qalink,” spokesman for the 
Rahanwein Resistance Army 
(RRA), said his group's fighters 
clashed with militiamen loyal 
to south Mogadishu strongman 
Hussein Aktid on Saturday. 

He said that Aidid's forces 
lost five men while 14 of RRA 
fighters and civ ilian sympaihis- 
ens were killed in the fighting 

Most of the wounded were 
also RRA supporters, Qalinle 
added. 

“We suffered more casualties 
because the two areas where 
the fighting took place are 
inhabited by foe Digil Mirifle 
dan who support the RRA," 
RRA spokesman in Nairobi 
Issaq Hassan Hussein told AFP. 

“Aidid's men used armed 
trucks in foe fighting but RRA 
did not,” Hussein said. Aidid’s 
fighters stole some 100 camels 


from members of foe Rahan- 
wein clan during the fighting, 
he added 

The Bay and Bakol regions 
of southern Somalia, where 
Baidoa and Buihakaba are situ- 
ated, have seen frequent battles 
pitting the local Rahanwein 
community against Aidid's 
militia who seized foe region in 
1995. 

A spokesman for Aidid’s fac- 
tion denied that his fighters 
attacked Baidoa and Bufoaka- 
ba, saying that Aidid's forces 
only chased away bandits who 
killed two civilians. 

The two towns were calm but 
tense on Sunday and travellers 
arriving in Mogadishu from the 
area said Aidid's militiamen 
were escorting traffic in or out 
of the towns. 

They said the fighting was 
sparked by the tailing of two 
members of Aidid’s HabrGedir 
clan by RRA fighters. 

But Qalinle denied that the 
RRA killed civilians and 
promised to investigate the 
claim. He accused Aidid's loy- 
alists of fomenting trouble in 
the area. 


Israeli lawmaker calls for 
preemptive strike on Iran 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Sudan wants dialogue with ELS. 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Branding 
the leaders of Iran “insane," a 
member of the moderate wing 
of Israel's parliament Sunday 
called on Israel to consider a 
pre-emptive strike, after Iran 
paraded missies that could 
reach IsraeL 

But Uzi Landau, chairman of 
the Israeli parliament's foreign 
affairs and security committee, 
criticised that call, saying such 
remarks could heighten the like- 
lihood of Israel being targeted. 

Ephraim Sneh, a general in 
the Israeli army reserves and a 
leading member of the moder- 
ate Labour party, asserted that 
international efforts to keep Iran 
from acquiring long-range mis- 
siles and atomic weapons have 
failed He said Israel does not 
have foe capability to defend 
against this threat 

“I am talking about the possi- 
bility, if we have no choice, to 


deliver a conventional counter- 
strike a: pre-emptive strike," he 
told Israel's Channel Two. 

Iran displayed its medium- 
range Shahab-3 missile during a 
military parade Friday. The 
missile, which Iran tested in 
July, has a range of 1,300 kilo- 
metres. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu said 
Israel has “exceptional" means 
to counter the threat from Iran, 
bur warned in an interview from 
New York on Israel Radio that 
“a strategic threat against us is 
developing.” He said it conr 
firmed Israeli assessments over 
the past two years, and called 
for international efforts to stop 
Iran’s missile and weapons pro- 
grammes. 

Landau told Israel Radio that 
nations actually planning a pre- 
emptive strike don’t talk about h 
in advance, giving the other side 


a chance to prepare. In addition, 
he said, “unnecessary chatter 
makes Israel a higher-priority 
target” Landau said he was not 
playing down foe threat to Israel 
from Iran, but noted that Iran 
has other potential enemies, like 
Iraq, Saudi Arabia and 
Afghanistan. 

Sneh said Iran's Sbabab-3 
missile will be operational next 
year, before the Arrow anti-mis- 
sile system, a joint Israel-US. 
project now in the testing stage. 
He said Iran is developing 
atomic weapons at the same fast 
rate. 

‘Together with the insane 
heads of state in Teheran.- this 
constitutes a threat Israel cannot 
live with." he said. 

He discounted recent moder- 
ate statements from Iranian 
President Mohammad Khata- 
mi, saying he is not the one who 
makes policy in Tehran. 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — Sudan wants to open a dialogue with 
the United States to confront it over the U.S. missile strike on 
a pharmaceutical plant in Khartoum in August, a newspaper 
said here Sunday. “Efforts for a resumption of dialogue with 
Washington are continuing,'' said Khartoum’s ambassador to 
Washington Mabdi Ibrahim, who arrived here Friday for con- 
sultations on foe issue, A1 Rai Al Akher newspaper repotted 
“Khartoum will confront Washington with foe crime it has 
committed against Sudan by unjustifiably striking Al Shife fac- 
tory.” die ambassador said The paper reported that Foreign 
Minister Mustafa Osman Is mail said recently that the govern- 
ment was planning to open talks either directly or through a 
third party. 


Egyptian officer suspended for novel 


Aden looks to port venture to recapture its former glory 


CAIRO (AFP) — A senior officer was suspended from 
Egypt's police force fen: a month on Sunday for publishing a 
novel based on his experiences without obtaining prior per- 
mission from his superiors, police said But General Hamdi 
Batran escaped outright dismissal after the interior ministry tri- 
bunal found no basis to charges be had revealed confidential 
informatiem or damaged the reptriation of the police face inhts 
novel: “Diary of a Country Police Officer:" The tribunal ruled 
that the views expressed in the book, a thriller about the abus- 
es committed by the security services in Upper_Egypt in foar 
fight against Islamic militant groups, were Barren's own and 
that be was entitled to express them. “Basing its judgement on 
foe principle of free speech, foe interior ministry neither has nor 
plans to seize or bon publication of foe book and will not dis- 
charge foe general.” foe disciplinary tribunal said 


‘Bomb kills four in Algeria’ 


By Haro Chakmakjian 

Agence France Presse 


ADEN — The Yemeni city of Aden, 
once a shipping hub during British 
colonial rule, has pinned its hopes on an 
ambitious container part and free zone 
project as well as foe U.S. Navy to 
regain hs past glory. 

Yemen, one of the world's poorest 
countries, is “in abad way, but in abad 
way with a future. And the future is 
Aden," a Western diplomat said, pre- 
dicting this southern port city would be 
"another Dubai” in 20 years. 

The turning point for Aden, which 
boasts one of the world's finest natural 
harbours and is located half-way 
between Europe and foe Far East, came 
in 1967 with foe closure of the Suez 
Canal due to the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

The same year saw the end of British 


rale and the former South Yemen 
passed under leftist control until unifi- 
cation in 1990. A north-south civil war 
in 1994 only aggravated foe neglect and 
decline of Aden. 

But now the container port although 
50 days beliind schedule, is set to open 
for business on March 17 with some 
400 metres of quay wall completed out 
of an overall 700 metres. 

By the end of the first phase in late 
May, it will have the capacity to handle 
500.000 TEUs (20-foot equivalent 
units) a year, mostly for transhipment. 
Expansion in later phases will depend 
on (he initial results. 

The 187- mil lion-do Oar project is 
being developed by YeminvesL a joint 
venture between the Port of Singapore 
Authority (PSA) and the Saudi group 
Bin Mahfouz. owned by a family of 
Yemeni origin. 


The work since March 1996. with 
construction farmed out to Hyundai of 
South Korea, has created jobs for 
around 1,000 Yemeni workers and 140 
foreign managers and consultants. 

At the same time, the United States is 
drawing up plans to use Aden os an oil 
bunkering and resupply port for its 
Frith Fleet, which has resumed port vis- 
its after a 30-year absence, a diplomat- 
ic source said. 

On foe downside, foreign contractors 
are voicing fears over corruption, 
which is rife in Yemen, and said foe 
adjoining free zone project has been 
slow off the mark, opting to wait for the 
launch of the container port 

“It has to be step by step. We do not 
have the money to go faster." explained 
Derhem Noaman. a former army 
colonel and director of the Aden free 
zone authority, which is seeking foreign 


investors. 

Dsspite a mire-coostmchon boom — 
inducing a planned Holiday Inn — 
running parallel with foe major pro- 
jects, a series of unexplained bomb 
blasts has left some potential investors 
jittery. 

“Economic projects are slow, and 
investors are looking for government 
encouragement The bombs are the 
main issue, and of course it makes them 
think twice before investing.'' said a 
local banking source. 

Paradoxically, he said, most construc- 
tion projects for apartment blocks and 
business premises are being funded by 
northern businessmen, while southern- 
ers “don't want to risk it in Aden.” 

But contractors on the reclaimed land 
in the bay that will be home to the con- 
tainer port are steering clear of the com- 
plicated local politics. 


ALGIERS (R) — A bomb explosion on Sunday killed at least 
four people and wounded 15 others in a town southwest of foe 
Algerian capital Algiers, government security forces sad in a 
statement. The bomb went off about at 1125 GMT in Khemis 
town, 100 km southwest of Algiers, they sairl 


Gulf property in Iraq to be rented out 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Property belonging to Gulf Arab 
nationals in the south of Iraq wall be- rented out and foe proceeds 
given to their owners, an Iraqi newspaper said Sunday. The 
renting of these properties will shortly be auctioned off and foe 
amount generated will be paid in to special accounts in tbft- 
name of the owner;" the governor of the southern province of 
Bassora, Ahmad Ibrahim H ammac h, told the Al MussawerAI 
Arabi newspaper. There are 678 Kuwaiti-owned properties and 
85 Saudi-owned properties in Bassora. The tenants wlQ reno- 
vate and manage the properties, which indude bufldirigs, 
offices, shopping centres and palm groves. Iraq's cabinet 
recently authorised the renting of properties abandoned by Gulf 
nationals eight years ago during the invasion of Kuwait. 


I Tel. 4773111-19 

| PROGRAMME TWO 
: 15:10 — Cartoon — Highlander 
15:30 Drama — The Genie From 
Down Under 

16:00 Drama — Neighbours 

1 16 JO JDoc. — Last Frontiers 

1 17:00 -French Programme — Thaiassa 
i 18:00 ......... -Drama — Wind ai 

My Back (Ep.2) 

19:00 : Le Journal 

19:15 French Programme — 
Science Actualites 

i 19J0 News headlines 

1 19-35 ..Comedy — Hope and Gloria 

I 20:00 Prospective 

f 20 JO J World Net 

1 21:10 Good Guys. Bad Guys 

! 22:00 News in English 

I 22:30 Mini-series — Frankies 
House (Ep.2) 

23:59 - End of TX 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


departures 


Anglican Church TeL 
4624853/46348 1 i . 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 477 1 751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865897 

German-sp eaking Ev ange lical 
Congregation TeL 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 581 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Anmmdatioo TeL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swd- 
fiehm 5920146 
The Uniale Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The F.ngikh - T^ng ua g e Catholic 
Parish TeL 46I4I90 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 
4771331 

The Armenian Orthodox 

Church TeL 4775261 


will prevail during the day becom- 
ing moderate at night with winds 
northerly light to moderate. In 
Aqaba, it will be relatively hot, 
winds northerly moderate to 
active, and seas calm. 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman. 18/32 

Aqaba... 17/34 

Deserts.. 22/35 

Jordan Valley 21/37 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 31 Aqaba 33 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 28 per cent, 
Aqaba 50 percent 


Dr. KhalidM'addi .5661144 

Dr. Sabnan Daboubi .5812518 

Dr. Ramzi Mazzawi .4894788 

Firas pharmacy 5661912 

Al Asema pharmacy .5347632 

Nairoukh pharmacy 4623672 

AJ Salam pharmacy 4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .4644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy .4637660 

Najib pharmacy 5347632 

£RJBID: 

Dr. IssamAi Salih 24685S 

Al Quds pharmacy t — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ismail TaOawi ...... .903469 

Khali feh pharmacy 985417 


Telephone Information i directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amiran Telephone 

Repairs 4623101 

A bdali Tel. Repairs -5661101 

Jordan Televisi._ .4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .47741 1 1 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority ...5815615 

Electric Power Co— 463638 ! 

RJ Flight Information.... 44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Aitport ....44-53200 


HOSPITALS 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital. (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sirta Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)99099 

ERBID: 

Princess Basraa Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)3141 1 1 


08 JO Damascus (RJ) 

08:45 .Sanaa, Aqaba (RJ) 

08:45 — New Delhi (RJ) 

09:20 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:20 Beirut (RJ) 

16:00 Cairo (RJ) 

16:30 London (RJ) 

16:40 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:15 Istanbul (RJ) 

17:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

18:40 Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 

20:35 Kuala Lumpur. Bangkok (RJ) 
00:10 Jakarta (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights ] 

06:00 Beirut (Rl)j 

10:45 — Frankfurt, London (RJ) 

11:30 Istanbul (RJ) 

11:35 Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 

11:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

12:15 Cairo (RJ) 

20:15 ...... .....Bahrain, Doha (RJ) \ 

20:40 Damascus (RJ 

21:05 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

21:25 ...Al ’Ain, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

22-25 Tehran (RJ) 

22:45 Sanaa (W); 


Following are foe highest temper- 
atures expected today in the fol- 
lowing areas: 

Ajtoan ........ ... 26 


EMERGENCIES 


Jerash .. .... 

Um Qavs 

33 

..32 

Madaba 

-30 

Petra 

34 

Dead Sea 

39 


WEATHER 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Relative warm weather conditions 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Bassam Karadsheh >..4389200 


Food Control Centre .4637 1 1 1 

C^DefenreD^unment 5661 1 II 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

4630341 

Civil Defence Emeigency. 199 

Rescue ftj&e 1914621 111.4637777 

Fire Brigade 4617101 

Blood Bank_ ...4775121 

Highway Police .5343402 

Traffic Police.... ....4S96390 

Public Security DepL 4630321 

Hotel Complaints..... 5605800 

Price Complaints >566 1 1 76 

V^&Sew^Cbrnpbints 4897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 
4787111 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Special 

Surgay 5921199 

The Islamic. Abdli 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre „5856S56 

Luzmila _ 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity. 4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity- 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 

Malhas, J. Amman. .4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 560707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital .5669131 

University Hospital , — ..5353444 
Al-Muasher Hospital -.5667227/9 

Al-Ahli. A bdali .5664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen..4777 101/3 

Al-Bashir. .4775 111/26 

Army, Marka .489161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...5602240/50 
Amal Hospital .....4891611/15 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44)53200-5, ■ where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (52700). 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
08 JO - Jeddah (RJ) 


Other Flights 

0930 Cairo (MS) 

13:10 Bahrain (GF) 

Vienna (OS) 

14:40 DohaiQR) 

14:45 Khanoum (SD) 

17:40 Beirut (ME) 

18:05 Frankfurt (LH) 

18:45 -Dubai (EK) 

21:15 Istanbul (SD) 

21:25 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:45 — Athens, Beirut (OA) 

0030 Amsterdam, Damascus (EK) 

Royal Win gs (RW) 

09:20 Aqaba (arriving at QA1A 
and proceeding to Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

17:00 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

21:15 Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA) (RW) 

22:25 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 


Other Flights 

05:15 

05:35 

06:30 ...... 

07:20 

1030 

14:00 

14:50 

15:30 

15:45 

19:00 

19:45 

22:10 

22:15. 

01:30 


— Istanbul (TK) i 

XamacafCY) 

Paris (AF) j. 

— .-London (AF)j 

.Cairo (MS) [ 

Bahrain (GF)< 


Vienna (OS) 


Doha (OR); 

.Istanbul (SD) ( 

.Beirut (MK) | 

Dubai (3®: 

— .Tfel Aviv (LY) i 
-....Khartoum (SD)< 
.Amsterdam (Kb); 


Royal Wings (RW) 

07:00 Aqaba (from Marka Aitp<*0 j 
(RW) j 

08:30 Aqaba (from Marka Aiipcri) I 
(RW) i 

19:45 Tel Aviv (from QAIA) (K^J 1 
20-30 ..Aqaba (from QAIA) flW ! 
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REGEISTT RECEIVES QADHAFI’S SON: His Royal Highness Crown Prince Has- 
^n, the Regent, Sunday meets with A1 Sa'edi Muammar Qadhafi, son of Libyan Pres- 
ident Mua mm ar QadhafL QadhaD, who is head of the Libyan Soccer Federation and 
president of the Libyan Olympic Committee, conveyed President Qadhafi’s greetings 
to His Majesty King Hussein and to the Crown Prince. The Regent underlined Jor- 
dan s desire to develop relations with Libya. Qadhafi expressed his country's wish to 
enhance bilateral relations with the Kingdom in all fields, particularly in health and 
economic fields. Attending the meeting were Royaf Court Chief Jawad Anani and 
Libyan Charge d'affaires Abdul Hamid Farhan (Photo by Boghos) 


Consumers group to hold 
conference on rights awareness 


Queen, 

U.S. Vice 

President 

Gore 

address 

cancer 

rally 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor, U.S. 
Vfce President Ai Gore and 
political activists spoke at 
“The March,” a rally held this 
weekend in Washington D.C. 
which drew lens of thousands 
of cancer survivors, their fam- 
ilies and friends, a press 
release said Sunday. 

In bis speech. Vice President 
Gore said each person at the 
rally represented **a renewed 
commitment to end cancer.” 
Gore added that the U.S. 
declared “war on cancer” 
more than a quarter of a centu- 
ry ago and vowed that this 
generation would be “the gen- 
eration that wins tius war.” 

In her remarks. Queen Noor 
said she heard of the rally from 
her daughter Princess Iman, 
who decided to participate and 
“use her faith, love and opti- 
mism to benefit many others 
suffering from this cruel 
enemy" 

She noted that in this year 
alone, “while 10 million peo- 
ple worldwide will be stricken 
with cancer, 15 per cent of 
these cases are preventable.” 
The Queen added that she 
joined His Majesty King Hus- 
sein in expressing their thanks 
and gratitude 'for all the love 
and prayers of not only our 
Jordanian family but people 
throughout the world and here 
in the United States where he 
is undergoing treament,” say- 
ing that “these prayers and that 
spirit of family meant so much 
to all of us and can make all 
tbe difference.” 

Queen Noor said the impact 
of the rally would be felt not 
only in the US., but would 
also "make a difference to the 
health prospects- of people 
, around the wodd" by placing 
cancer care as a high priority 
on social and national agen- 
das. She said Jordan’s satellite 
links with the United States, 
&r example, provide live 
idemedical educational con- 
ferences, medical consulta- 
tions and exchange of infor- 
mation. 

Earlier. King Hussein and 
Queen Noor met with the 
organiser of “The March.” 
King Hussein expressed bis 
support and admiration for 
their efforts, affirming that “we 
wiH all soldier on together” 


By Randa Naffa 

AMMAN — Aiming to 
draw more attention to the 
importance of consumer 
protection and consumer 
rights, the Jordan Con- 
sumers Protection Society 
plans to open a national 
conference on Tuesday, said 
Mohammad Obeidat, head 
of the society. 

At a time when Arab 
countries lack appropriate 
mechanisms to face the 
effects of globalisation, the 
consumer must be protected 
from fraudulent practices by 
manufacturers and vendors 
as well as government mea- 
sures that might infringe on 
their rights as consumers. 
Obeidat said. 

“In this atmosphere of a 
growing new economic 
order, the consumer remains 
the major but weakest party 
involved and needs support 
from all sides, especially in 
legal aspects” Obeidat told, 
reporters yesterday. 

Speaking at a press con- 
ference organised by the 
society, Obeidat said “the 
conference, the first such 
event in the region, is time- 
ly because it will offer par- 
ticipants a chance to discuss 
the negative and positive 
effects of the economic 
reform programme on con- 
sumers.” 

Jordan expects the eco- 
nomic reform programme 
launched in 1989 and 
scheduled to end in 1999 to 


be extended by the 
International Monetary 
Fund for an additional three 
years, according to econo- 
mists. 

The three-day conference 
will include participants 
from Arab countries, the 
United States, Sweden and 
Germany. 

"Among participants are 
experts from the European 
Union, the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency, 
the World Health Organisa- 
tion as well as representa- 
tives from Arab ministries," 
said Obeidat. 

With a total of 17 Arab 
countries taking part, the 
conference will try to 
strengthen Arab efforts to 
reinforce economic mecha- 
nisms such as competition 
and anti-trust laws and the 
law to protect consumers, 
according to Obeidat. 

Jordan and Tunisia have 
the most experience in 
spcouragjng measures to 
protect consumers, having 
been the first two Arab 
countries to start societies 
concerned with the issue. 

“We feel that the Arab 
World is taking genuine 
action to protect consumers 
through setting up organisa- 
tions concerned with con- 
sumer protection. Sudan 
and Yemen recently estab- 
lished such societies,” Obei- 
dat said. 

He stressed that the con- 
ference will allow for the 
exchange of experience and 


knowledge between Arab 
countries and will strength- 
en Arab dialogue on the 
matter. 

The conference, to be held 
under the patronage of His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
will also discuss issues per- 
taining to the importance of 
standards for consumer pro- 
tection, legal action, the 
contributions of govern- 
mental and non-govemmen- 
tal organisations, and the 
experiences of some coun- 
tries in consumer protec- 
tion. 

The draft by-laws of the 
Arab Consumer Federation 
will be discussed during the 
conference. 

It aims at protecting the 
Arab consumer and guard- 
ing against dangers to life 
and health through the inter- 
action between member 
organisations. 

The consumers* protec- 
tion society was first estab- 
lished in 1989 as a volun- 
tary organisation in a bid to 
raise awareness on con- 
sumer problems by con- 
ducting field and scientific 
studies and by preventing 
monopolies and manipula- 
tion of prices. 

The society was the only 
organisation to file a case 
against the government over 
the recent water contamina- 
tion crisis and the first to 
alert the public to the gov- 
ernment’s intent to lift bread 
subsidies in 1996. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


FM leaves for UJV. meeting 

AMMAN (Pfetra) — Foreign Minister Abdul Hah Khaob on Sun- 
day left for New Ycxk to take part in the 53rd session of the United 
Nations General Assembly. Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
Ibrahim Dabbas said the minister’s address us the meeting will 
focus cm Jordan’s role in the peace process and efforts to give it 
impetus on all tracks, particularly the Ralestiman-lsraeli track. Khar- 
ib win also stress the need for pooling efforts to combat terrorism 
and to solve several issues in different parts of the world such as 
Afghanistan, Kosovo and Africa, said Dabbas. 

Tarawneh pledges support to departments 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh Sunday 
pledged that the government will provide the Public Security 
Department and the Civil Defence Department with all required 


technical and human resources. Tarawneh. who was speaking dur- 
ing visits to the two departments, voiced the government’s appre- 
ciation of the two departments’ efforts to ensure security and pro- 
vide protection to the public 

Income Tax Department to issue refunds 

AMMAN (Ftetra) — The Income Tax Department Sunday 
announced that it has initiated procedures to issue refunds to tax- 
payers who overpaid in 1997 and earlier years. Department Direc- 
tor General Mansour Haddadin said nearly 20.000 taxpayers are 
expected to receive refunds, adding that the department will place 
an announcement in the local press listing the dates and arrange- 
ments for issuing the refunds to the public. Haddadin made his 
statement one day after Finance Minister Michael Mono said his 
ministry has earmarked JD3 5 million in refunds for taxpayers who 
overpaid. 


Consumer protection society 
says Zai plant water potable 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The presi- 
dent of the Jordan Consumers 
Protection Society on Sunday 
said water pumped to western 
Amman from the Zai Water 
Treatment Plant is potable and 
fit for human consumption fol- 
lowing recent measures taken 
by the concerned authorities. 

The Joitian News Agency; 
Petra, quoted Mohammad 
Obeidat as saying that the 
quality of the plant's water 
now meets international speci- 
fications. 

Obeidat, who was address- 
ing a press conference at the 
Water Ministry, added that the 
ministry now regularly pro- 
vides the society with the 


By Francesca Griati 

AMMAN — The Islamic 
Action Front on Sunday denied 
that votes of confidence in the 
government of Fayez 
Tarawneh cast by two party 
members signalled the front’s 
intention to support or join the 
Cabinet. 

1AF Secretary General Abdul 
Latif Arabiyaf said Deputies 
Mohammad Azaydeh (Mada- 
ba) and Abdullah Akaileh 
(Tafileh), who defied the oppo- 
sition's boycott of the 1997 
general elutions, gave their 
yeas in Thursday’s confidence 
vote without consulting the 
party. 

“Therefore, their decision 
does not bear any conse- 
quences on the party, and peo- 
ple should not read anything 
into it” 

Arabiyat told the Jordan 
Times that Akaileh and Azay- 
deh were only no minal IAF 
members and were not actively 
participating in party life. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A semi- 
nar recently held by the 
Arab Media Institute 
analysed and tried to recon- 
cile different views on for- 
eign funding to local 
research centres and- non- 
governmental organisa- 
tions, an issue at the centre 
of a heated debate in recent 
years. 

The AMI, an .Amman- 
based centre specialised in 
press freedom and media 
issues in the Arab World, 
gathered for last week’s 
discussion some of tbe 
most prominent intellectu- 
als from both the ranks of 
opponents and supporters 
of foreign funding to local 
institutes. 

Veteran communist 
Yaqoub Zayaddine. who 
has been one of the leading 
figures in a vehement four- 
year campaign against for- 
eign research centres and 
their local partners, reiterat- 
ed at the seminar the need 
for restrictions on foreign 
funding, according to an 
AMI press statement. 

Opponents of foreign 
funding to local research 


results of analyses on samples 
from the plant, which he said 
prove that the water is safe to 
drink. 

Obeidai*& statement fol- 
lowed Health Minister Nad 
Ajlouni’s announcement Sat- 
urday that water from the Zai 
plant, which supplies 40 per 
cent of Amman’s needs, does 
not need to be boiled before 
drinking. 

The minister said that the 
water was free from pollutants 
that caused a crisis this sum- 
mer. when the public com- 
plained of the water’s foul 
smell and taste. 

Obeidat called on the gov- 
ernment to allow citizens to 


He added that tbe IAF did not 
consider it necessary to take 
any disciplinary action against 
them for casting their vote in 
favour of the government 

Azaydeh and .Akaileh joined 
another 62 of the 80 Lower 
House members — including 
leftist opposition leader 
Mohammad Ouran — in giv- 
ing an 80 per cent approval to 
the newly-formed Tarawneh 
government. 

The IAF, the political arm of 
the powerful Muslim Brother- 
hood, has not been part of any 
government since the coalition 
led by former Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran in 1990-1991. 

Negotiations by successive 
Cabinets to include the IAF in 
governments have so far tailed 
due to apparently irreconcilable 
differences over peace and nor- 
malisation with Israel. 

But more recently, analysis 
and party sources said tbe more 
flexible IAF was distancing 
itself from the hard-line poli- 
cies of the Muslim Brother- 


centres contend that the 
involvement of foreign 
institutes in domestic issues 
would “comipr Arab 
thinkers and serve Israeli 
and Western interests. The 
issue surfaced after the 
signing of the 1994 peace 
treaty with Israel, and most 
foreign institutes have been 
accused together with their 
local partners of supporting 
American and Zionist poli- 
cies. 

Although rejecting isola- 
tion, Zayaddine reportedly 
stressed that more trans- 
parency and openness were 
required by local institutes 
receiving foreign funding 
in order for them to main- 
tain their independence. 

The AMI reported that 
sociologist Suleiman 
Sweiss, head of the Arab 
Organisation for Human 
Rights, stressed ar the sem- 
inar that tbe current battle 
concerning foreign fund- 
ing, fought with articles, 
boycotts, and press state- 
ments, lacked objectivity 
because it was based on 
ideological prejudices. 

The press statement said 


pay any accumulated dues to 
the Wafer Authority in three 
monthly instalments and to 
introduce a monthly system 
for payments. 

Obeidat, whose organisation 
filed a lawsuit against the 
Water Ministry at the height of 
the crisis, also called for the 
creation of a higher water 
council, chaired by tbe water 
minister and grouping repre- 
sentatives of the public and 
private sectors, to monitor the 
quality of drinking water. 

Meanwhile, the Water 
Authority announced Sunday 
that it will send personnel to 
read the metres of homes and 
institutions which received 


hood. They noted that last 
Autumn the pony was much 
more lenient than its mother 
organisation in dealing with 
members who defied the boy- 
cott directives. While the 
Brotherhood expelled mem- 
bers who ran in the parliamen- 
tary polls, the IAF limited itself 
to freezing the membership of 
Akaileh and Azaydeh fra- six 
months. 

The two deputies were rein- 
stated in the parry in June, a 
move that fuelled speculation 
on a change in policies and a 
supposed quest fra more politi- 
cal and ideological indepen- 
dence from the Brotherhood. 

Last week, the IAF and the 
Muslim Brotherhood played 
down their differences vis-a-vis 
relations with theTaleban mili- 
tia in Afghanistan. 

But the local press reported 
that while the Brotherhood was 
seeking to open up communi- 
cation channels with the Tale- 
ban, the IAF opposed such a 
move. 


Sweiss called on the state to 
fund local research centres. 

Rejecting some intellec- 
tuals' fear of foreign cen- 
tres and criticising the cam- 
paign against their local 
partners, economist Fabed 
Fanek emphasised that Jor- 
dan has a long way to go in 
order to profit from foreign 
funding. According to the 
AMI statement, Fanek said 
JD50 million in non-Jor- 
danian funds are lost annu- 
ally due to local institutes’ 
failure to present proposals 
meeting all necessary 
requirements. 

Lawyer Asma Khader 
attacked current legislation 
governing NGOs and 
research centres, which for- 
bids them to accept any 
form of foreign funding. 
The women's rights activist 
noted that Jordan's current 
regulations on research 
centres are even stricter 
than Ottoman legislation, 
which in 1909 considered a 
legal and licensed society 
as any group of seven peo- 
ple who submitted their sig- 
natures to a notary public, 
the statement said. 


water from the Zai plant dur- 
ing July, August and Septem- 
ber. 

The procedure will precede 
the cancellation of any charges 
for water consumption by the 
public in western Amman dis- 
tricts for these months in 
implementation of a govern- 
ment announcement earlier 
this month. 

A Water Authority’ official 
said some people in western 
A mman districts consumed 
large amounis of water know- 
ing that it was coming to them 
fro? of charge. 

The official urged the public 
to ration water" to help the 
country save its resources. 

Classmates 
of accused 
teen killer 
testify 

By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — A schoolmate of 
Sa’eed Qashash, a 19-year-old 
student accused of murdering 
1 1 family members and a life- 
time friend. Sunday testified 
that he saw the defendant on 
the day after the murders and 
that he “appeared calm, did 
not talk a lot and his eyes were 
red.*’- 

Qashash. who pleaded not 
guilty last month, reportedly 
confessed to authorities to 
killing his fatha; mother, sis- 
ters, other family members 
and a close friend on June 10 
because they were harassing 
him about the iavyphj (state 
high school exams). 

“On June 11. after finishing 
a tawjihi exam. Sa'eed 
inframed me (hat he did not do 
well because he had had a 
fight with his family and could 
not sleep or study the previous 
night,” said the witness. Sufi- 
an Mohammad, 19. 

"Sa’eed also showed me a 
small, old gun that he owned, 
approximately one month 
before tbe incident,” Moham- 
mad told the Criminal Court. 

Another classmate. Muhan- 
nad Ahmad, 19, also testified 
Sunday, saying that Qashash 
gave him and Mohammad a 
ride to their homes on June 11 
in the car of his brother-in-law, 
Jamal Turk, one of the victims. 

“I noticed that there was 
dust and din in the back seat of 
the car,” Ahmad said. 

On Sept. 16. a construction 
worker testifying for tbe pros- 
ecution said a youth came to 
him on June 10 and bought 25 
cement blocks. The witness 
said be helped the youth by 
loading tbe bricks in the trunk 
and the back seat of a car. 

Relatives of (he victims in 
previous court sessions 
refused to drop charges 
against the defendant. 

If convicted of premeditated 
murder, Qashash could face 
the death penalty. 

The tribunal, presided over 
by Judge Mohammad 
Ajarmeh and including Mifleh 
Mubeidm and Issa H amdan . 
adjourned die case to Oct 4 to 
hair the last prosecution wit- 
ness, Mo' men Hadidi, head of 
the National Institute for 
Forensic Medicine. 


IAF denies members’ confidence 
votes signal support for government 


Seminar examines issue of 
foreign funding to local groups 


WHAT'S GOING ON 




Archaeological institute to raise funds for site development 


FILM 

* "Camille Claudel” ai the French Cultural Cen- 
tre Jabal Wdbdeh, at 6:30 pm and 8:30 pm 

DARAT AL FUNUN SUMMER 98 
FESTIVAL 

"Summer 98" cultural activities at Darat Ai 
Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, to last until Sept 30, 
include: 

EXHIBITIONS 

* 50 yeare of graphic art from Lebanon and 
works by Jordanian artist Sahel Hiari at tbe Main 

House. 

* Works by Iraqi artist Samer Usama and by 
Jordanian anist Said Ha ddadin at the Blue House. 

* I nstallatio n works by Jordanian artist Samia 
Zam at die Byzantine Church. 

* Exhibition of photographs “Memory of a 
Race" by Jordanian artist Hussein Da’seh at the 
Mnseum. 

LECTURE 

*Ta Jordanie” byMarc Laveigne at the French 
Cultural Centre, Jabal Weibdeh, on Tuesday Sept 
29 at 6:30 p aL 


*Eariy Pre-history in Wadi Fay nan" By Dr. 
Steve Mi then at die Friends of Archaeology Cen- 
tre at 6:00 pan. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by graduates of the Arts Centre (includ- 
ing ceramics, paintings, and sculpture) at the cen- 
tre, Mahmoud Irani St (Tel. 5529619), until Gcl 
8. 

* “Jordan- Kuwait Industrial Show ‘98" at the 
Amman International Auto Exhibit Airport Road 
(Telefax 5690753k until Ocl2. 

* Exhibition of caricatures of Arab personalities 
at the Royal Cultural Centre, until Oct 30. 

* Paintings by Mohammad Polise entitled “A 
Tune and Colour'’ at the City Hall, Ras AI ‘Ain 
(Tel. 4743158), until Sept 30. 

* Display of Bani Hamida and Jordan River 
Designs products (nigs, cushions, wall-hangings, 
and quihs) at the Jordan River Designs showroom, 
until Sepc. 30 (TeL 4613081). 

* Photography exhibition entitled “Les Cite's 
d’ Artistes a Paris" at the premises of the Associa- 
tion of the Jordanian Plastic Artists, Jabal Wdb- 
deh, until SepL 30. 

* Paintings by Rula Shukahy ai the French Cul- 
tural Centre, JabaJ Amman, until SepL 30. 


By Abroad Kbatib 

AMMAN — The British Institute 
for Archaeology and History in 
Amman next month will hold a 
fund-raising night for the Wadi Fay- 
nan Project to “continue working on 
archaeological sites and developing 
the area.” 

On October 28, a quiz and party 
night entitled "The Enigma of Clay 
and Rock” will be held by the insti- 
tute at Amman International Hotel 
to raise money for the project, 
which was initiated in 1994 under 
the patronage of Her RoyaJ High- 
ness Princess Sumaya. 

Wadi Faynan is located in Dana 
Nature Reserve, which sits on the 
Great Rift Valley edge, around two 
hours south of the capital. 

According to the institute, as early 
as 6,500 years ago, Faynan was a 
major copper-mining and smelting 
centre. During the reign of the 
Roman emperor Diocletian (285- 
305 A.D.), many Christian slaves 
were sent to work in the mines and 
some were martyred. Evidence for 


planned agriculture in the area 
includes channels for diverting 
annual flood-waters into fields. In 
addition, several churches and 
cemeteries show the importance of 
the Byzantine community during 
the 5th and 6th centuries. 

The project is a long-temi endeav- 
our of up to 10 years to develop an 
understanding of settlement life in 
the wadi from an archaeological 
point of view and a multi-discipli- 
nary perspective, said an institute 
statement. 

The statement said a map of aerial 
photographs is being prepared and 
various sires, including Khirbaf 
Faynan and the Byzantine cemetery, 
have been mapped. A survey of the 
ancient remains is also being con- 
ducted. 

According to tbe statement, the 
project’s first stage investigates 
ancient land use and water manage- 
ment practices. Germany’s Bochum 
Mining Museum and Jordan’s 
Department of Antiquities have 
investigated the socio-economic 
and environmental impact of the 


local metal resources. 

in June, the Royal Society for the 
Conservation of Nature, which 
manages Dana Nature Reserve, 
complained that if the government 
reintroduces copper-mining in Wadi 
Faynan, the reserve will be 
“destroyed." 

“The reintroduction of the copper 
minin g is a big worry facing the 
reserve.” a society representative 
said. "Non-sustainable copper min- 
ing in the area will destroy it forev- 
er." 

In 1993, the government 
announced that it had no intention 
of mining the area, but some envi- 
ronmentalists have said authorities 
have shown renewed interest. 

‘The study of the past can play a 
tremendous role in shaping the poli- 
cies adopted for the present and the 
future” said the statement. “The 
project will expand Jordan’s her- 
itage and promote eco-tourism ” 

Plans are also under way to assess 
the possibility of renovating the 
Roman water system, which provid- 
ed tbe settlements in the wadi and 


their agricultural fields with spring 
water from the Shara’a mountains. 

Furthermore, the institute has 
plans to construct field research and 
visitors centres. 

In winter 1995-96, rescue excava- 
tions at the Wadi Faynan South 
Cemetery were carried out by the 
institute and Yannouk University’s 
Institute of Archaeology and 
Anthropology. The cemetery is 
Christian and appears to date to the 
mid-fifth century. A total of 50 
graves were excavated. 

in Spring 1996. a team from sev- 
eral British universities investigated 
various aspects of land use in Wadi 
Faynan throughout time. This inves- 
tigation included studies on agricul- 
tural and water systems of a large 
settlement dating to 4th and 3rd mil- 
lennia B.C. 

The institute is collaborating with 
the Royal Society for the Conserva- 
tion of Nature to improve the living 
conditions of the local people and 
reduce poverty by providing small- 
scnle job opportunities at archaeo- 
logical sites. 


i 
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NATO grabs Bosnian 
Serb war crimes suspect 


SARAJEVO (R) — NATO- 
led forces in Bosnia Sunday 
detained a suspected Serb 
war criminal accused of 
committing atrocities 
ag ains t Muslims and Croats 
during ethnic cleansing of 
the northern town of 
Bosanski Samac in 1992. 

Stevan Todorovic, 41, was 
accused "of wilful killing 
and murder, wilfully caus- 
ing great suffering, cruel 
treatment, inhumane acts, 
inhumane treatment, rape 
and torture,” NATO 
Secretary-General Javier 
Solana said in Brussels. 

NATO's commander in 
Europe, U.S. Army General 
Wesley Clark, said 
Sunday's SFOR action in an 
area manned mainly by U.S. 
troops showed that the mili- 
tary mission in Bosnia 
worked. "If SFOR meets 
people like this, it will take 
them into custody.” 

SFOR spokeswoman 
Sheena Thomson said it 
been a "calm operation”, 
adding that no one had been 
injured. 

A spokesman for the 
International C rimin al 
Tribunal for Former 
Yugoslavia (ICTY) said 
Todorovic was expected to 
arrive in The Hague later 
Sunday and to appear 
before the court Monday 
morning at the earliest 

He will join the 25 other 
indicted war criminals in 


the tribunal's custody. 

In a statement in Brussels. 
Solana said the action 
"serves as yet another warn- 
ing to all those indicted for 
war crimes who are still at 
large that they will not 
escape justice”. 

He urged others indicted 
for war crimes to surrender 
immediately. 

SFOR saft fofedetoafou- 
took place in the area of its 
multi-national northern 
division, based in the north- 
eastern i town of Tuzla. It is 
led by U.S. forces and 
includes other nationalities. 

"Thisj action was under- 
taken in accordance with 
SFOR : mandate which 
authorises it to detain such 
persons when encountered 
in the course of its duties.” 
the SFOR statement added. 

The alleged war crimes 
took place while Todorovic 
served as a police chief in 
Bosanski Samac in June and 
July 1992. 

The town, now in 

Bosnia's Serb Republic, 
was occupied by Serb 
forces early in the 1992- 
1995 war, in which more 
than 200,000 people were 
killed and many more were 
made homeless. 

Todorovic and five other 
Serbs — Slobodan 

Miljkovic, Blagoje Simic, 
Milan Simic, Miroslav 

Tadic, and Simo Zaric — 
were charged in July 1995 


with atrocities against 
Muslims and Croats. 

Three of them — Milan 
Simic. Zaric and Tadic — 
surrendered voluntarily to 
SFOR troops in February, 
the first Bosnian Serbs 
indicted for war crimes to 
do so. They have pleaded 
not guilty to these and other 
charges. 

. Aecbftimg'to air indict- 
meni read aloud in the court 
in The Hague on Sept. 3, 
Bosnian Croats and 
Muslims made up more 
than] half of Bosanski 
Sam&c's population of 
33,060 in 1991. 

On April 17, 1992, Serb 
military forces seized con- 
trol if the town and by May 
1995 fewer titan 300 of the 
Bosnian Croat and Muslim 
residents remained 

To date the war crimes tri- 
bunal has publicly indicted 
74 suspects, most of them 
Serbp. 

An unknown number of 
"sealed" indictments also 
exists. Two of the accused 
have been convicted and 
sentenced. 

The SFOR’s Thomson 
said NATO-led troops in 
Bosnia bad detained 13 
individuals since July 1997. 
including Bosnian Serb 
twins mistakenly believed 
to be indicted war c riminals 
in July. 

Others had surrendered 
voluntarily. 



Houseboats sandwich a sailboat along Houseboat Row after being hit by hurricane 
Georges on Key West (AFP photo) 


Gulf Coast residents prepare for 
onslaught of Hurricane Georges 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Pope calls contrast between world’s 
rich, poor truly intolerable 

CASTEL GANDOLFO, Italy <AP> 7 *** **■ 

icried Sunday what he called the “July 

between the rich and poor of the world, saying t teiM' Mg 

wrong 10 ignore the hungry, the homeless and *e 

Pope spokeon the feast day of Sl Vincent da '-W™*** 

uESrfi* fed and mused foe poor and 

be faithful gathered for bis weekly Sunday adctess of the “tnjy 

intolerable contrast" between 

31 joy all the advantages of economic well-being and raentific 
srwress and the enormous masses who hve m contonsof- 
aoreme poverty. "It isn't right to be resided to *eimmorg 
soectacle of a world in which there are soil those who die rf 
lunger who don’t have homes, who lack the most elementary 
education, who don't have access to health care in case of sicks 
less, who cannot find work." In their interest, he invoked fas 
iwn insistence that a commitment to peace and justice must be 
m essential part of the preparations for the Roman Catholic' 
lurch's preparations for its 2000 Jubilee. The Pope spoke'* 
lis vacation retreat ai Castel Gandolfo outside Rome, following 
— Sunday practice of interspersing a serious message with 
.tanmMvi -^lmnwlrtipments of the c ha n ti n g, singing , ban- 


ner-waving pilgrims gathered below bis window. 

Kfl injured in eXDlOSlOH 


PALMA DE MALLORCA, Spain (AFP) —Around 50 people 
were injured Sunday in an explosion at a cafo on the seafrentin- 
Pairaa de Mallorca, emergency services said. A ptfice, 
spokesman told AFP it appeared to have been a gas expkfikiL 
More than 30 people were hospitalised, at least five of theo^ip 
critical condition, doctors said. There was no immediate, mlfax 
mrtrinn on the identities of the victims. The blast i^otaSy^ 
destroyed the Gran Ca ft Capuccino, one of the most popular in=' 
the capital of foe Balearic islands, and an area popular wifo for- 
eign tourists. "We heard a massive explosion — and then the 
windows were blown out.” a customer at the ca fa said. 
“Everything landed on top of me.” said another customer, who 
escaped wifo a slight head injury, firemen continued to search 
through the rubble for two people reported missing. 


U.S. planned to drop A-bombs 
on China in 1964 


French right, far-right 
face election tests 


PARIS (R) — One third of 
France’s senate seats were 
being contested Sunday in 
an indirect election that 
could deepen tensions 
within a fractious right 
bloc which lost control of 
the National Assembly 17 
months ago. 

But attention focused on 
one of three National 
Assembly by-elections in 
which the far-right 
National Front was trying 
to remedy its lack of seats 
in the lower house. 

Cendrine Le Chevallier, 
wife of the National Front 
mayor of the 

Mediterranean port of 
Toulon, faced Socialist 
Odette Casanova in what 
was shaping up to be a 
close duel. 

Two earlier polls, one 
won by the mayor and the 
other by Casanova, were 
annulled because of irreg- 
ularities. 

Overshadowed by a fed- 
eral election in Germany, 
the indirect senate poll in 
which nearly 50.000 mem- 
bers of local and municipal 
councils were electing 104 
members of the upper 
bouse has attracted little 
public interest. 

The left-wing coalition 
of Prime Minister Lionel 
Jospin hoped to gain a 
handful of seats but was in 


no position to challenge 
the right's 223 to 98 
majority in the traditional- 
ly conservative upper 
chamber. 

The real prize in the elec- 
tion. at stake between the 
two main conservative 
parties, was the chairman- 
ship of the senate, a strate- 
gic post which comes up 
for grabs next Thursday. 

Ranking second in state 
hierarchy, the senate chair- 
man becomes interim head 
of state pending new elec- 
tions if the president of the 
Republic dies or is unable 
to remain in office. 

Senate President Rene 
Monory, a 75-year-old 
member of the centrist 
Union for French 
Democracy (UDF). faces a 
challenge from Gaullist 
Christian Poncelet, 70, of 
the Rally for the Republic 
(RPR). 

The outcome of the bat- 
tle for the chairmanship 
depended on whether the 
RPR could gain seats at 
the expense of UDF 
Sunday. 

The chairmanship duel 
looked likely to further 
strain the conservative 
coalition, in disarray since 
it lost a general election 
last year and dissidents 
allied with the National 
Front against the left after 


last March's regional elec- 
tions. 

Conservatives have been 
further hit by a series of 
probes into illicit party 
financing targeting both 
the UDF and President 
Jacques Chirac's RPR. 

Two of the three by-elec- 
tions to the National 
Assembly, in which left- 
wingers faced conserva- 
tives, were expected to 
show whether voters 
would punish the rightists 
further. 

The Toulon by-election 
was taking place on the 
eve of a two-day trial that 
will decide the future of 
the National Front’s 70- 
year-old leader Jean-Marie 
Le Pen. 

An appeals court in 
Versailles will decide 
whether to uphold a lower 
court sentence declaring 
Le Pen ineligible to public 
office for two years for 
assaulting a female 
Socialist candidate during 
the 1997 general election 
campaign. 

Ineligibility would pre- 
vent him from running in 
elections to the European 
Parliament next year and 
leave him open to a chal- 
lenge from the National 
Front’s ambitious number 
two, Bruno Megret. 


Sri Lanka says 58 
killed in fierce fighting 


COLOMBO (R) — At 
least 5S combatants were 
killed when Tamil Tiger 
rebels attacked the army's 
defences in northern Sri 
Lanka and in fighting else- 
where, the defence min- 
istry said Sunday. 

The ministry said the 
rebels had attack troops 
manning defences south of 
Paranthan in northern 
Kilinochchi district in the 
early hours of Sunday. 

‘Ground troops estimate 
over 40 terrorists were 
killed and a large number 
wounded during the con- 
frontation,” the statement 
said, adding troops were in 
full control of the situation 
and clearing operations are 
in progress. 

It said nine soldiers were 
killed and 29 wounded in 
the fighting that occurred 
some 300 km northeast of 
the capital Colombo. 

Earlier military officials 


said 1 1 soldiers were killed 
and 32 wounded when the 
rebels attacked the defence 
lines at Paranthan with 
artillery and mortar shells. 

The rebels said over the 
clandestine radio “Voice of 
Tigers" the attack was in 
remembrance of a guerrilla 
leader, Thileepan. who 
fasted to death in 1987. 

The rebels decorated 
sheets in the Wanni region, 
placed portraits of 
Thileepan and lit oil lamps 
in the Wanni region to 
mark the death anniversary 
Saturday, said the radio, 
monitored by Tamil resi- 
dents in northern Vavuniya 
town. 

The ministry in an earlier 
statement said nine rebels, 
including two female guer- 
rillas. were killed in four 
separate clashes with gov- 
ernment troops in northern 
Sri Lanka Saturday. 

The Liberation Tigers of 


Tamil Eelam (LTTE) have 
been fighting for a separate 
homeland in Sri Lanka’s 
north and east since 1983, 
accusing the Sinhalese 
majority of oppressing the 
Tamil minority. 

Sri Lanka in June slapped 
censorship on war report- 
ing by both local and for- 
eign media after the mili- 
tary stepped up its cam- 
paign to capture a vital 
highway that could give it 
land access to the northern 
Jaffna Peninsula. 

Independent reporting of 
the insurrection is not pos- 
sible as the government 
bars journalists from visit- 
ing tiie war areas except 
when taken on a tour. 

The government said in 
1996 more than 50,000 
people had died in the war. 
Since then several thou- 
sand soldiers and rebels 
have been killed or wound- 
ed. - 


NEW ORLEANS (AP) — 
Forecasters predicted 
Hurricane Georges would 
begin lashing the Gulf Coast 
with hurricane force winds 
Sunday, and more than a 
million residents have been 
told to evacuate. 

‘This is kind of like look- 
ing down the barrel of a 
shotgun and hoping it 
turns," said Louisiana State 
Police Lt Col. Ronnie 
Jones. 

Georges ripped slowly but 
furiously through the 
Caribbean, killing more than 
300 people before it 
smashed into the Florida 
Keys with winds over 160 
kilometres. 

Forecasters said Sunday 
the storm may strengthen 
before it makes landfall, 
pushing tides up to 4.5 
metres above normal. 

While New Orleans is pro- 
tected by 210 kilometres of 
levees, city officials worried 
that Lake Pontchartrain and 
Lake Maurepas could spill 
over their banks and send 
flood waters into the city and 
its suburbs. 

At 5 a.m. (0900 GMT) 
Sunday, Georges was cen- 
tred about 320 kilometres 


southeast of New Orleans, 
moving northwest at 16 kph 
with 177 kph winds. 

Hurricane warnings were 
posted along 530 kilometres 
of coast from Morgan City, 
Louisiana, to Panama City. 
Florida. Hurricane watches 
were posted on the flanks of 
the warning area east to Sl 
M arks. Florida, and west to 
Intracoastal City. Louisiana. 

More than 1-5 million peo- 
ple were ordered or urged to 
leave New Orleans and low- 
lying coastal areas. Bumper- 
to-bumper traffic jammed 
Interstate 10 out of the city 
into the early hours Sunday, 
and the American Red Cross 
said it expects to house 
35.000 evacuees in dozens 
of shelters around Louisiana. 

Thousands more were told 
to leave coastal sections of 
Mississippi. Alabama and 
the Florida panhandle. 

Mike McCarty and his 
wife said they didn’t feel 
safe waiting for a flight 
scheduled to take them 
home to Columbus. Ohio, 
Sunday afternoon. 

"We decided it would be 
best to just rent a car and 
drive home," he said 
Saturday night at New 


Orleans International 
Airport. “We're getting out 
of Dodge." 

The centre of the storm 
was expected to reach the 
mouth of the Mississippi 
River, about 120 kilometres 
southeast of New Orleans, 
sometime between Sunday 
and Monday afternoon. 

When it hits, the storm 
could have strengthened into 
a Category 3 storm with 
winds at 179 kph or greater. 

“It could wreak havoc,” 
said Paul Trotter of the 
National Weather Service. 
“A slow-moving. Category 3 
storm would give us some 
high tides, heavy winds and 
lots of rain. When they coex- 
ist all together that’s where 
we'll get the devastation.” 

Forecasters said Georges 
could slow as it neared land, 
drenching some areas in 
Louisiana with up to 50 cen- 
timetres of rain. 

Emergency officials in 
Mississippi closed beaches 
and the 11 casinos on the 
state's coast Boats were 
moved inland, and the Coast 
Guard closed the Port of 
Gulfport to all commercial 
traffic. 


Cambodian opposition party 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) —-The United States was on the verge 
of launching a nuclear attack against China in 1964 to stop it- 
from manufacturing atomic weapons, the Los Angeles Tin** 
reported Sunday. Even the former Soviet Union was consulted 
on the matter but showed little interest, according to foe Timcsr 
which quotes from declassified documents found in foe U.S. 
State Department After drawing up foe plans and even plotting 
covert action by the CIA, aides to then-President Lyndon 
Johnson concluded that foe problem was not worth a military 
attack, according to the Times. China eventually carried out its 
first nuclear experiments in 1964. 

‘Clinton is unstable 
and has a defective brain’ 

ATLANTA Georgia (AFP) — After months of silence, former 
US. presidential candidate Ross Perot blasted away at President 
Bill Clinton over foe Monica Lewinsky sex scandal saying he 
was "unstable” and "unfit to be president-” Clinton had a, 
"defective brain'' and exhibits a lust for power similar to Adolph 
Hitler; Joseph Stalin and Saddam Hussein, Ross said here late 
Saturday. “Any man who would ... bring worldwide shame to 
his family and to a vulnerable young woman is unfit to be pres- 
ident of tins nation.” said Ross, as he addressed the national con- 
vention of the Reform Party, which be founded to support his 
unsuccessful 1992 presidential bid The billionaire Foot, who 
also failed in a 1996 presidential bid, remains a wildcard on the 
U.S. political scene. He has said nothing in public on the 
Lewinsky case since it brake in January. The White House was 
measured in its response. “Statements tike these validate foe 
American people's decision not to entrust Ross Perot wifo lead- 
ing foe country,” said deputy White House press secretary Joe 
Lockhart. In his speech Perot also referred to foe phone sex 
Clinton reportedly had wifo Lewinsky. “These telephone con- 
versations — Tm not talking about ‘Hello, how are you? But 
that weird stuff — anybody who’s that fouled up shouldn’t get 
within a mile of the nuclear button,” Perot said Reform Party 
members had a warm reception for Perot, even though tbey 
ousted him from party leadership years ago, charging that he 
was too authoritarian. 


heads for coalition talks 


What’s in a name? 
Adolf Hittler can tell you... 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Under pressure from all 
sides, Cambodia's main 
opposition party is set this 
week to enter coalition talks 
wifo strongman Hun Sen 
aimed at ending two months 
of post-election uncertainty. 

Scheduled for Tuesday, 
the talks between Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh’s 
FUNCINPEC and Hun 
Sen's Cambodian People’s 
Party CCPP) will be the first 
formal talks over a coalition 
since the July 26 polls. 

Although Hun Sen's party 
won 64 seats in the 122-seat 
National Assembly, it did 
not gain the two-thirds 
majority it needed to govern 
alone. FUNCINPEC won 
43 seats while the Sam 
Rainsy Party took the 
remaining 15. 

Following the elections, 
FUNCINPEC and former 
Finance Minister Sam 
Rainsy's self-named party 
linked up to protest alleged 
intimidation and fraud by 
the CPP. and held weeks of 
demonstrations in the capi- 
tal. 

But while most observers 
admitted the polls were 
marred by political violence 
in the run-up, international 
observers said the elections 
were "sufficiently free, fair 
and credible." 

“This pragmatic — rather 
than principled — observa- 
tion has placed huge pres- 


sure on FUNCINPEC and 
Sam Rainsy, who had count- 
ed on international sympa- 
thy for their complaints.” 
explained a foreign analyst. 

With few backers over- 
seas, further pressure 
mounted on the opposition 
to compromise their threats 
of a National Assembly 
boycott when the revered 
King Norodom Sihanouk 
urged them ro respect the 
election results. 

Confident after his elec- 
tion win, Hun Sen also kept 
the pressure up with a tough 
crackdown on the opposi- 
tion protests as violent mob 
clashes gripped Phnom 
Penh. 

Hun Sen also warned 
opposition members he 
would remove their parlia- 
mentary rights and immuni- 
ties if they went ahead with 
their threat to boycott the 
convening of the National 
Assembly. 

All 122 MPs — including 
the reluctant opposition — 
were sworn in last Thursday, 
but violence continued right 
up to the opening ceremony 
held at the king's residence 
in foe historic northern town 
of Siem Reap. 

A rocket-propelled 
grenade attack on Hun Sen’s 
CPP motorcade only just 
missed as the convoy made 
its way to the swearing-in 
ceremony. 

But the CPP and security 


officials have backed away 
from initial accusations they 
made against the opposition 
over the attack, paving the 
way for the coalition talks 
this week with Prince 
Ranariddh. 

Sam Rainsy, whose party 
has vowed to remain in 
opposition. has urged 
FUNCINPEC to continue 
pushing for reforms and to 
get its election complaints 
heard. 

But while a coalition deal 
appears likely with a bowed 
opposition and Hun Sen set 
to remain premier, few see 
any immediate cause for 
hope for stability. 

Prince Ranariddh and Hun 
Sen served as co-premiers 
following United Nations- 
sponsored elections in 1993, 
but the shaky partnership 
collapsed in July 1997 when 
Hun Sen ousted bis partner 
amid heavy but brief street- 
fighting in foe capital. 

‘The worry now is of 
more personal power rivalry 
being extended inside any 
new coalition deal and an 
eventual repeat of July 
1997, leaving the crippling 
problems facing the country 
pushed aside.” said a senior 
humanitarian aid worker. 

"Economic hardship, 
increasing AIDS infection 
levels, human rights and 
only minimal and cautious 
foreign investment all need 
to be turned around." 


BONN (R) — Let’s face it, if your surname happens to be 
Hittler and your parents christen you Adolf, life isn’t gang to 
be easy. But a retired Austrian truck driver was quoted in a 
German newspaper Sunday as saying he never changed his 
name out of respect for his mother and father. “I often thought 
my life would have been a lot easier if I had another name,” 60- 
year-old Adolf Hittler told foe Welt am So nntag newspaper 
“No one ever believed that my name is Adolf Hittler. I get 
anonymous calls in the middle of the night fro m people who 
say f ‘Heil Hitler' or ‘We have someone here for the gas chsre- 
ber , he said. “But I never changed it b ecause I am proud of 
my parents." Hittler was attending a conference "for people 
with infamous names” in Braunau, an Austrian town just across 
border from Germany and foe birthplace of Nazi Adolf 
Hiller. He said the name once cost him a construction job at a 
dam project in Austria. An engineer asked the w orker s what 
their names were. "The first in line answered Tony Saikar’, foe . 
same as the famous skier," Hittler said. “The next answered 
‘Andreas Hofer’. foe same name as the Austrian freedom fight- 
er. The engineer was growing annoyed because he thmight they 
were pulling his leg- "And when he got co me I tried to warn 
hun about my name, but when I said Tm Adolf ffittkr 1 he 
threw us all oul” Hittler said his son had adopted his wife's sur- 
name. *1 accepted that but it still hurt me a little bit,” Hittler said. 

TB killing lions like flies 
at Kruger wild game park 




. — i-vii iv.a — Lions at ivrugw 

National Park are dying of tuberculosis so widespread and 
severe that the entire population is at risk, the Sunday 
times reported. Lions catch the incurable disease, to 
which they have no natural resistance, from infected buf- 
alo, scientists said, lt weakens and emaciates them, lead- 
uig to death. Lions are dying like flies” and every one 
could be dead within 10 years. Dr. Johan Krige, deputy 
lrector of the Department of Agriculture, was quoted as 
~ fr ?n^ age anicle - Lions te sted in foe 
1 0’000-square-ki lometre wild game 
ffj* 1 ? cated ? x> “ 1 four hours’ drive from Johannesburg, 
of 90 P er «■ Scientists said 

most of those would die. 
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Slovak opposition, set for victory 
in talks on forming government 


BRATISLAVA (AFP) — 
Slovak opposition ponies 

appeared set for victory 
Sunday as partial general elec- 
tion results gave them nearly 
GO per cent of the vote — but 
much depends on coalidon 
negotiations. 

The four main opposition 
parties garnered a total of 57.9 
per cent of ballots cast, against 
27.14 per cent for nationalist 
premier Vladimir Mcciar’s 
Movement for a Democratic 
Slovakia (HZDS). according to 
incomplete results. 

Mikulas Dzurinda, head of 
the main opposition Slovak 
Democratic Coalition (SDK), 
said the main opposition par- 
lies would hold talks later 
Sunday on the post-electoral 
situation. 

But it was unclear haw easy 
it will be for them to form a 


government. The opposition, 
while united in their desire to 
oust Meriar, has in the past 
been dogged hy splits. 

Former president Michal 
Kovac whose five-year term 
ended in March gloated that the 
results "signal the end of the 
Meciar era’’ and clear die way 
for “fundamental political 
change". 

Kovac said he would consid- 
er serving a new presidential 
term. 

Meciar, who has led the 
small former Communist 
country for much of the six 
years since it split from the 
Czech Republic in 1993, has 
been widely criticised for flout- 
ing democratic precepts. 

The European Union, which 
rejected early membership 
talks with Slovakia last year on 
political grounds — the only 


country in the region to be so 

rebuffed — is watching the 

elections closely. 

The partial results, which 
gave opposition parties 93 
seats in the 150-scat parlia- 
ment, were in line with exit 
polls released after the end of 
voting Saturday. Polling had 
begun Friday. 

Meciar’s parry has secured 
43 seats, while its coalition 
partner in the former govern- 
ment. the Slovak National 
Party (SNS). has 14 seats, 
according to the provisional 
results. 

Under Slovak election law 
the largest party would usually 
take the lead in forming a coali- 
tion government. 

But analysts point out that 
Meciar appears to face almost 
insurmountable odds in fonn- 
ine a working coalition, even if 


he could persuade one of the 
four “opposition” parties to 
back him as well as the SNS. 

They also pointed out how- 
ever that he will not go easily, 
whatever the results of the elec- 
tions, and could try various 
means to cling on to power. 

According to partial results 
overnight, the Democratic Left 
(SDL) was in third place with 
15.9 per cent ahead of the 
Hungarian Coalition party 
(SMKl credited with 9.2 per 
cent and the SNS with S.S per 
cent. 

The sixth and lost party to 
have passed the threshold of 
5.0 per cent needed to get into 
parliament was the Party of 
Civic Understanding (SOP) 
with 8.6 per cent, according to 
the private Markiza TV station. 

Both the ruling parties and 
the opposition have declared 


that the vote happened “in fine 
with the law and democrancal- 

ly " 

Foreign observers also con- 
firmed the “free and democrat- 
ic" nature of the balloting and 
noted a high participation rate. 
In the eastern region of Kosice, 
for example, almost 90 per cent 
of those registered actually 
voted. 

The statements contradict 
foreign and domestic 
observers' fears the election 
would not be free and fair, and 
in particular the opposition’s 
concern that Meciar’s allies 
might manipulate the results. 

Those fears were fuelled by 
Bratislava's failure to accredit 
domestic observers to monitor 
the ballots. State television had 
also been accused of blatant 
bias in favour of Meciar during 
the election campaign. 


Cohen sees consensus on I U.S. conducts 


NATO’s acting on Kosovo 


eral non-profit organisations dedicated to HIV/AIDS research and 
care in Los Angeles (Reuters photo) 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Colien told U.S. peacekeeping 
troops here Sunday (here was a 
consensus within NATO that the 
alliance must act soon if Serb 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
docs not back off in Kosovo. 

But Cohen acknowledged that 
NATO members had not yet 
resolved whether a UN. resolu- 
tion passed last week provides a 
sufficient legal basis to launch 
air strikes. And he emphasised 
(hat the United Stales will not 
act alone. 

Tve tried to made it very 
clear the United States is not 
going to act unilaterally. It's 
either NATO or there won’t be 
any action," he said after lunch- 
ing with US. troops at the head- 
quartos of the NATO-led 
Stabilisation Force in Bosnia. 

"There’s been some talk about 
a coalition of the willing, but I 
believe it is NATO’s responsi- 
bility to take action here (if) 
Milosevic doesn't stop what 
he’s doing,” Cohen said. 


NATO Thursday set in motion 
final preparations for air strikes 
in Kosovo if Milosevic does not 
end attacks on civilians. 

Cohen, who met informally in 
Portugal ThuivJay with alliance 
defence ministers, said: “We’ve 
tried to send a very strong sig- 
nal." 

"There was. I believe, a con- 
sensus reached at the ministerial 
... that all of them arc concerned 
that tough action has to be taken 
soon if he doesn’t back off," he 
said. 

Reiterating that the United 
States does not believe NATO 
requires a special UN. mandate 
to act, Cohen said a UN. resolu- 
tion calling for an end to the 
fighting could serve as a man- 
date. 

"That has not been accepted 
yet atthis point, but most of the 
other countries are also con- 
cerned about too much delay 
taking place,” he said. 

Cohen, whose five-day trip to 
Europe has so far been dominat- 
ed by the Kosovo issue, will 


take up the fine points on the sit- 
uation in Bosnia when he meets 
later in (he day wiih L’S. and 
European officials in Sarajev o. 

He was scheduled to meet 
Carlos Westendorp. the top 
international civilian official, 
and officials from the UN. and 
the Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe, 
which organised the elections. 

The election of Nikola 
Poplasen as president of the 
Serb entity in Bosnia and the 
defeat of the U.S.-backed 
incumbent Biljana Plavsic in the 
SepL 12-13 has confronted the 
west with a wild card. 

NATO defence ministers, in 
their meeting Wednesday in 
Portugal, expressed hope that 
the 32,000 NATO-led peace- 
keeping force in Bosnia could 
still be scaled back when they 
meet in December. 

But such an outcome is now 
appears far from certain at a 
time when NATO is facing the 
prospect of a second Balkan 
intervention in Kosovo. 


non-explosive 
N-tests in Nevada 


WASHINGTON (AFP) 
— The United States 
conducted non-explosive 
nuclear tests in the desert 
of Nevada Saturday, a 
Department of Energy 
(DOE) spokesperson 
said. 

The test was a suberiti- 
cal experiment designed 
to obtain data on" the 
effects of ageing on 
material in nuclear 
weapons, DOE spokes- 
woman Brooke 

Anderson. 

‘'The experiments are 
called 'subcriticar 
because no critical mass 
is formed, no self-sus- 
taining nuclear chain 
reaction can occur and 
therefore no nuclear 
explosion can result,” 
according to a written 


DOE statement on the 
test. 

The goal of the experi- 
ments is to “maintain the 
safety and reliability of 
the U.S. nuclear weapons 
stockpile without nuclear 
testing, and (they) are 
fully consistent with the 
Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty," according to the 
statement. 

Energy Secretary Bill 
Richardson said in the 
statement that subciitieal 
experiments “help 

ensure the safety and 
reliability of the stock- 
pile without nuclear test- 
ing." 


The experiment was 
conducted at an under- 
ground test site in 
Nevada 136 kilometres 
northwest of Las Vegas. 
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Dealing with 
source of danger 

DIFFERENT SOURCES from within and out- 
side Israel are sounding the alarm these days 
about the state of health of Israel's Dimona 
unclear plant. Over and above the military 
threat that Dimona poses to the security and 
stability of the entire region, having produced 
hundreds of nnclear devices, the plant’s old age 
and archaic systems of control -pose a consider- 
able threat to environment and the region’s 
ecosystem should the facility experience a melt- 
down. 

The location of Dimona close to Jordan’s bor- 
der puts the entire southern part of the country 
at great risk from any contamination that may 
emanate from the plant. While the Israeli 
authorities insist that everything is just fine 
with Dimona, we in this country must not be so 
blase or satisfied with these assurances since 
out geographic proximity puts us and our peo- 
ple at peril. The westerly wind factor exacer- 
bates these dangers and should prompt us to be 
more alert than ever about the imminent dan- 
gers of Dimona. Israel must have chosen the site 
of its nuclear facility carefully to lessen risks to 
its own population centres should a problem 
with the plant arise. 

But what adds insult to injury, meanwhile is 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu’s states 
ment before the U-N. General Assembly 
Thursday in which he called for a collective 
action against the threat being posed by the 
introduction of nnclear weapons and their 
means of delivery to the region. At a time when 
Israel has just concluded testing its own long 
range missile after having stockpiled hundreds 
of nuclear weapons, it is crying wolf about the 
natural response of other states. Israel should 
recognise that Its introduction of mass destruc- 
tion weapons and their means of delivery have 
prompted other countries in the area to try to 
respond in kind. Only when Israel agrees to 
make the Middle East free of all types of 
weapons of mass destruction, would there be an 
effective and permanent solution to the sources 
of dangers that Israel is complaining about 

In this regard, it is disturbing to see the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
drop a draft resolution sponsored by a number 
of Arab states including Jordan that calls on 
Israel to accede to the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and pnt its nuclear 
facilities under the supervision of the IAEA. It 
is hard to comprehend the reluctance of the 
agency -tocaU -on Israelto-pefram-fronidevelop- 
ing, producing, testing -or possessing nuclear 
weapons. This Is certainly not the kind of mes- 
sage the international community should be 
sending to Israel, the only state in the Middle 
East that is not a party to the NPT, at a time 
when other countries in the region are subject- 
ed to the most stringent controls over their 
nuclear plants. This is precisely the kind of dou- 
ble standard that we in this region have desper- 
ately been trying to point to. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Ai Ra'i’s Fahad Fanek said the economic restructuring 
programme has achieved its declared aims, and the 
opposition to it lacks serious analysis and depends on 
ideological considerations. In an evaluation of the pro- 
gramme. be added that the plan did not achieve growth 
nor reduce unemployment and poverty, but it helped 
confront the foreign stock crisis, manage external debts 
and remove national economic confusion. The econom- 
ic growth average, which was 5.7 per cent for the past 
six years, is good on any scale, the writer added. This. 
Fanek said, was a result of many factors besides the 
programme. Jordan’s economy created 280,000 job 
opportunities even though the poverty line was extend- 
ed to 24 per cent daring the plan’s period, the writer 
said. Before the programme, economic growth was 
fake, because it depended on government spending 
funded by Arab support and foreign loans, thus, real 
growth in the eighties was negative, Fanek claimed. 

Al Dnstour’s Araib Rentawi warned against increasing 
charges for higher education in order to solve the unem- 
ployment problem. Dus will reduce the demand on 
such education, restrict it to wealthy people and 
increase social contrasts, the writer said. In order to 
develop the economy, the government should solve the 
unemployment problem by organising labour markets 
and setting up new educational policies, Rentawi 
added. These solutions were reviewed by Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh at a press conference on 
Saturday, but it takes courage to implement these solu- 
tions, added the writer. 


Monday’s Economic Review 


Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


The four Ds of Jordanian tourism 


WHILE ECONOMISTS usually disagree just about 
everything — some economists even disagree with this 
claim — no two economists would disagree that tourism 
in Jordan is vulnerable to regional events. In fact, 
Jordanian tourism, as the events of the last two years have 
shown, is extremely susceptible to regional dilemmas, 
which are due in part to the lack of a clear distinction 
between Jordan and the region among tourists. Can this 
situation be improved? The answer is the affirmative; 
however, the looming question remains whether Jordan 
can afford the price. 

Gulf Arabs were said to have rescued Jordan’s tourism 
(Jordan Tunes, August 29, 1998) this summer as spring 
cancellations by Western tourists, in response to the pos- 
sible escalation of a crisis between Iraq and the U.N., 
threatened to dampen Jordan’s tourism season at a time 
when a good season was badly needed in order to boost 
the economy. So far in 1998, Arab tourists accounted for 
52 per cent of tourists and 62 per cent of tourism revenues 
with 444.000 Arab tourists visiting the Kingdom in the 
first seven months of this year (a 36 per cent increase over 
the same period last year), thus compensating for the 15 
year drop in European and U.S. tourist arrivals, which 
dwindled to 188.000 for the same period. And had it not 
been for the water crisis which caused many Arab tourists 
to cancel their reservations and switch to other Arab coun- 
tries, the revenues would have been even higher. 

However, tourism from the Gulf countries may have 
been caused — in addition to the usual overused enunci- 
ation — by the fact that to many of these countries Jordan 
offers the only available ground route to the resorts of 
Lebanon and Syria. Therefore, their stay in Jordan is rel- 


atively brief since it is not their final destination. 
Furthermore, the drop in oil prices and the fall in the aver- 
age incomes of the states and people and people of the 
Gulf may have caused the upsurge in inter-Arab tourism, 
as many were unable to head to the more expensive desti- 
nations in the West or the Far East, and hence the rise in 
the number of Arab tourists visiting Jordan — a clear 
demonstration of the derived demand paradigm. 

One reason that Gulf Arabs did not cancel tbeir book- 
ings in Jordan was because it was clear in their minds that 
Jordan is unique and different from other countries in the 
region. This clear distinction is not available to Western 
tourists whose view of Jordan is coloured by every 
regional act. For example, when die tourism massacre 
occurred in Egypt last year, their tourism suffered. Jordan, 
which should have been considered a substitute destina- 
tion by Western tourists, also suffered as people failed to 
distinguish it from Egypt and die rest of the Middle East 
Egypt through an aggressive campaign comprised of pro- 
motional offers and tremendous discounts, was able to 
recoup its losses and bring back the tourists. Jordan on the 
other hand with a promotional budget of $2 million could 
not have done the same — it simply lost tourists. Other 
events such as bombings in Israel have also had an 
adverse effect on tourism in Jordan, because Jordan, the 
closest alternative to Israel, did not have sufficient mar- 
keting funds to distinguish itself from Use rest of the 
region. 

The importance of creating a clear profile of Jordan in 
the tourism arena should not be undermined. All countries 
are potential competitors and therefore should only be 
viewed as partners at the micro level — between enter- 


prises. The macro policy, on the other hand, should be 
clearly competitive. Tbe effective positioning of any 
product — Jordanian tourism in this case requires that 
the four basic marke ting tasks, known as the Four Ds, be 
implemented. Jordan must first be convincingly defined 
(first D) to tbe consumers of tourism around the world. At 
the sa me tima it must be differentiated (second D) from 
the tourism products of other countries in a way that is not 
only meaningful but also institutionally sustainable. Next, 
tourists’ understanding of the benefits of Jordanian 
tourism must be deepened (third D) and made apparent 
through the enhancement of the tourists pleasures while 
in Jordan and by continued support after the trip to Jordan 
is completed. Finally, the image created of Jordan as a 
safe and pleasant culturally arid historically rich experi- 
ence must be defended (fourth D) over time. 

Recently, a rumour that started in Israel claimed that 
someone in tbe tourism ministry there contacted Rome 
asking the Papacy about how many pilgrims are expected 
to visit Israel during the year 2000. The Vatican was sup- 
posed to have informed Israel that 20 million pilgrims are 
expected to visit the Holy Land in 2000 to celebrate the 
* end of the millennia which some believe would also be 
the end of world. This rumour has helped substantiate and. 
nigger other rumours and expectations about tourism lev- 
els in the year 2000. The billions of dollars that are 
expected to pour into the tourism industry between now 
and the year 2000 are in need of some form of protection 
from the usual regional hazards. The four Ds must come 
into play immediately. The budget allocated for tourism 
promotion must be expanded commensurably and imme- 
diately. If it is the end of time, let’s not wait too long! 
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Behind the curtain 

To the editor: 

WHAT IS going on in Washington D.G these days? The 
debacle President Bin Clinton has gotten himself into belies 
the notion that the United States’ system of democracy is ratio- 
nal and those who are practising it are rational too. Bipartisan 
politics is superseding the feet that this fiasco must end and 
very soon. 

No, takingrevenge is mare imp o t t ant for those congressmen - 
than getting along with the usual business of government. But 
does that mean that these lawmakers are behaving like mis- 
chievous children? Not really. I think we have took look into 
the assumption that there are people and/or big conglomerates 
aod/or religious o rganisatio ns behind tbe curtains who are out 
to get the president. In other wards, the congressmen are tbeir 
hatchet men. These shady characters are so angry and piqued 
wife the stands and beliefs of this president that nothing, even 
raining fee political system to their advantage, will satisfy their 
desire to get him out of office. It this was not so, then why. are , 
members of Congress so keen on neglecting fee fee? that a bigg 
majority of tbe American people want to end tixj^ddrete.an^ 
keep fee president m office. 

AkefA. Qusoos, 
P.O. Box 81X6X8 
Amman 11182 


The Israeli 
commonwealth 


Letter from Scotland 


By Zvi Bar’ el 

THERE IS a real threat to 
the Israeli empire: The 
Palestinian people plan to 
become a nation, to declare 
national sovereignty, free 
themselves from Israeli gov- 
ernments and thus turn Israel 
into the occupier of a foreign 
state. What happened to 
Portugal, Holland, the 
Ottoman Empire, Great 
Britain and fee Soviet Union 
will happen to Israel too. We 
are lucky, however, because 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu thinks he has a 
magic spell that will avert 
the threat of a Palestinian 
state. He warns that if the 
state is declared not only 
will the diplomatic process 
be harmed, but he will also 
annex the West Bank to 
Israel. Thus, while the elec- 
tronic billboard at fee UN. 
lights up with the names of 
the countries feat support the 
creation of a Palestinian 
stale, Netanyahu can read 
out loud the names of the 
Palestinian towns and vil- 
lages whose citizens - will 
now be eligible for Israeli 
National Insurance. 

Arafat does not hide his 
intention to declare a 
Palestinian state and has 
even set a date. May 4, 1999 
— exactly five years after 
fee signing of fee agreement 
in Cairo to withdraw from 
Gaza and Jericho. Seeing as 
Israel shows no signs of any 
intention to honour the Oslo 
agreements, there is just 
enough time to see whether 
Israel really plans to annex 
fee territories or if it is just 
bluffing. 

Without a doubt, such 
annexation means war wife 
fee independent Palestinian 
state, which will be backed 
this time not only by stone- 


throwing youths and police- 
men with submachine guns, 
but wife international sup- 
port that might not be as 
broad as the Palestinians 
expect, but will include 
enough countries, including 
those considered friends of 
Israel:' France, possibly 
Britain, Italy, maybe 
Germany, Russia, possibly 
Holland. Jordan and Egypt 
The Palestinians, like Israel 
in fee past, do not need all of 
Palestine to declare a stare. 

Land feat they won’t get as 
part of the agreement 
including those slated for 
further withdrawals, will 
become, like with us, an 
object of their desires that 
will be realised when history 
so wishes. Until then, war 
can be maintained with 
Israel and its enclaves in the 
territories while keeping a 
nearly normal life as an 
independent state. Israel did 
it Lebanon is successfully 
doing it now, and even 
blockaded Iraq has not yet 
collapsed. 

Independent Palestine, 
even wife minimal territory, 
will be able to invite whatev- 
er multinational forces it 
wishes, to place observers, 
get a full seat in fee U.N. and 
to initiate resolutions that 
will win support from most 
countries in the world, 
including resolutions about 
the new state’s borders. The 
word terror would be 
replaced by something nicer, 
like a war of independence, 
and the Israeli Four Mothers 
peace movement will 
become a movement of a 
thousand mothers. 

The truth is that even if 
Israel fulfils every item in 
the Oslo agreement a 
Palestinian state would 
come into being in any case. 
This would be the first case 


in which a peace agreement 
pre-dated the creation of fee 
state thai is a signatory to fee 
treaty. 

But the Israeli government 
sees such a development as a 
figment of fee imagination. 

Relying as it does on its 
own history, the government 
knows that a pre-condition 
for peace is war, and every 
act of independence is pre- 
ceded by a war of indepen- 
dence. Israel, according to 
Netanyahu, is stronger than 
the Soviet Union was and 
won’t allow its national 
groupings to set up their 
own states without a good 
fight 

According to this line of 
thought if fee Palestinians 
want a state we will have to 
conquer them and wage, as 
is fee custom, a good war of 
independence. Only then 
can one sign a peace treaty. 

It can be assumed, or 
maybe just hoped, that this 
logic does not really drive 
Netanyahu, and that all the 
talk about annexation is just 
a bluff. 

Thus, instead of an empty 
spell, we had better get 
ready for the creation of a 
Palestinian state and sign 
every possible agreement 
wife its leaders so that it will 
remain part of the small 
Israeli commonwealth. The 
prime minister could also 
folfil the Oslo agreement 
now, under relatively easy 
conditions for Israel. 

But it won’t be a disaster if 
this happens in negotiations 
between states. After all. 
Israel always wanted to deal 
with an authoritative coun- 
terpart a state for example, 
and not an organisation of an 
authority. This opportunity 
will start in May. 

— Ha'aretz 


Peter Hinchcliffe is a former British 
ambassador to Jordan. 

IT IS difficult for an observer of Middle 
Eastern events to follow developments in the 
British press at the moment Indeed it has been 
hard going for some time because of the 
almost total preoccupation of fee media with 
fee sexual adventures of President Clinton. As 
usual what news there has been is negative. 
Bombing of chemical plants in Sudan, reports 
feat Saddam Hussein has nuclear weapons 
hidden away, tbe increased threat to American 
interests from Ben Laden and continued stale- 
mate in the peace process — slightly. 

King Hussein's treatment for lymphoma has 
been given sympathetic and generally upbeat 
coverage in our newspapers. He remains a 
respected figure in even usually disrespectful 
British tabloids. He is well liked in Scotland 
where he used to spend some time visiting old 
friends — Scots who have lived and worked in 
Jordan — usually wife fee armed forces. He 
once told a Scottish newspaper feat he regard- 
ed this country as his second home which, as 
you can imagine, went down very well partic- 
ularly wife the more nationalistic Scots! 

Nationalism is becoming something of an 
issue here. Last year Seas voted in a referen- 
dum by a comfortable majority to opt for a 
wide measure of devolution. This will include 
a Scottish Parliament wife very wide powers 
including fee authority to vary taxation by up 
to 3 pence. A prospect known locally as ‘The 
Tartan Tax” — Tartan being fee pattern on fee 
traditional Scottish KHl Scots are traditionally 
careftil wife their money (“careful” according 
to the English really should be translated as 
“mean” — “bakhiT in this context). So every- 
one hopes that any 3p tax adjustment will be a 
cut not an increase. But feat is purely wishful 
thinking. Most people expect that in fact an 
increased level of expenditure on social ser- 
vices (as promised by all local political parties) 
will mean feat any change in the tax structure 
will be in fee wrong direction. Bui this 
prospect does not seem to have dampened the 
enthusiasm of the supporters of a Scottish 
Parliament, which will start sitting next year. 

Devolution will give Scotland many of fee 
powers enjoyed by fee PNA in that part of the 
West Bank it now controls. But as with fee 
Palestinians it seems (hat a majority of Scots 
would like to go further and have full indepen- 
dence. Thus cutting the constitutional ties wife 
England and opting out of the United 
Kingdom. Not a sentiment shared by most 
people neither in tbe Province of Northern 
Ireland nor in the Principality of Wales. 
Currently fee Scottish Nationalist Party (SNF) 
touting a policy of full independence has a 
commanding lead in opinion polls over fee 


Labour Party wife fee Conservatives nowhere. 
Indeed in fee general election last year fee 
Conservatives lost all tbeir parliamentary seats 
in Scotland. If fee SNP wins a majority of 
seats in tbe new Scottish Assembly next year 
independence could start looking l£k£ a serious 
possibility; somewhat akin to fee position of 
Quebec in modem Canada. 

One can easily understand Palestinian aspi- 
rations to become a sovereign nation. Scotland 
is a bit different Unlike Northern Ireland or 
even Wales she has always been recognisabty 
a “country” or “nation.” She has never been 
demoted to a province or principality The Act 
of Union of 1707 was intended to unite both 
countries under one crown and one parliament 
Theoretically a union of equals. But to Scottish 
nationalists it is an En glish crown and a parlia- 
ment in London, which despite, having 
Scottish MPs, is felt to be mere concerned 
wife English affairs at the expense of Scottish 
interests. Many Scots also feel (hat North Sea 
oil should be “Scottish” oil and used only fix 
fee benefit of those people liv ing in its vkank 
ty. ironically the Shetland and Orkney 
islanders from whose waters most of fee cfl 
comes from voted strongly against a Scottish 
Parliament. They prefer London rule to control . 
from Edinburgh 

We live in the Borders — ■ fought over by 
Scottish and English armies (or, more accu- 
rately, groups of brigands pretending to be 
armies and selling themselves to the highest 
bidder). Berwick-upon-Tweed pur nearest 
town of any size changed ownership as 
between England and Scotland 8 times in the 
14th and 15th centuries. It is now English and 
fee walls bufit by Queen Elizabeth Iremato 
intact and unchallenged since the day they 
were built The Borderers — those inside 
Scotmd — - only narrowly voted for devbto- 
non. Despite their bloody history they too* 
Mid like their English neighbours and like the 
East and West Bankers are heavily intennar- 
n ed into them. They look south commercially 
miq do more business in England than to 
Scofemd. Moreover they are no longer paid by 
greedy and unscrupulous leaders id raid and 
uto England So quite sensibly they 
haw stopped. This is quite in character: Tbe 
were winning a femous battle in 1514 
2SE ^S** 5 * 1 when fee Borderers left tbe 

Sottish “team (more or less at half time) as 

won enough booty for 
ES? being This being a good third of tbe 
Scottish army the English rather une^ecredly ; 
5L25 victors. Not a story often told by 
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Two intriguing, very different sites among the 
many ancient remains in Ghor es-Safi region 


By Rami G, Khouri 

(Note: This is the eighth in a series af 
recent articles on the antiquities of the 
Southern Ghors region, along the 
south-east coast af the Dead Sea. ) 

TWO OF the most fascinating ancient 
sites in die Ghor es-Safi region are 
about as different in scale and purpose 
as is possible to imagine — a massive 
hilltop fortress or walled town from the 
Nabaiean/Roman period, and a small 
chapel-cave or hermitage facility 
perched delicately on a hillsi de over- 
looking the valley floor: Neither are 
marked or particularly well protected. 
The large fortress is the easier of the two 
to visit by those prepared to do some 
hardy walking. 

About one kilometre east of Safi 
township (as the crow flies) is the huge 
site of Umm et-Tawabeen (“mother of 
bread ovens” in Arabic). The name 
reflects the numerous circular stone 
structures inside its walls that look like 
bread ovens. The site is not easy to iden- 
tify from the road or the valley floor, but 
only becomes clear as you walk up to iL 
It occupies die summit of a steep hill 
immediately south of where the Wadi 
Hasa gorge enters the Ghor es-Safi 
flow. 

It can be reached by a steep, 20- 
minute hike from the south bank of 
Wadi Hasa 

The site was also called Khirbet 
Labrush and El-Ebrosh by early trav- 
ellers who visited it during the past cen- 
tury, such as Kitchener in the 19th Cen- 
tury and Mall on early this century. The 
Canadian scholar Burton MacDonald 
examined it in 1986 during his survey of 
the Southern Ghors and north-east Wadi 
Arabah, and he identified it as a 
Nabatean-Roman fortress or walled set- 
tlement. The entire sate is surrounded by 
a stone wall built mostly on a natural 
rock ledge, and extending for about 2.5 
kilometres around the entire hilltop site. 
Several courses of stones in die wall are 
still standing, arid what appears to be a 
city gam is also clear when viewed from 
die summit. A citadel-like structure 
crowns the summit, which offers a com- 
manding view of the entire region at the 
south end of die Dead Sea — including 
the sharp rise from the Southern Ghors 
up onto the- Wadi Arabah escaipmenL 
Remnants of several thick lateral walls 
; and -large bulk- structures are visible . 
inside the wall Two reservoirs are also 



One of the two caves at the Hasa chapel or hermitage, with 
the carved apse flanked by two niches still well preserved 

(Photo by Rami G. Khouri) 


clear, one near the citadel and another 
jtist inside the west side of the walk A 
large tumbled structure at the south end 
of the site, where its long east and west 
walls meet, may have been a tower. 
Located both inside and outside the set- 
tlement’s wall are over 100 stone-built 
circular structures each measuring 2-3 
metres in diameter, with ’entrances’ to 
the east Their purpose is nor clear, 
though they have been interpreted us 
bases for tents or perhaps even as 
remains of ovens. The pottery collected 
from all areas of the walled site is pre- 
dominantly Nabatean, dating from the 
■ last decades of the 1st century B.C. to 
the mid-2nd century AD, including 
some distinctive painted Nabatean 
wares. The site also has some late Chal- 
colithic/Early Bronze, late Roman and 
early Byzantine shards; this suggests 
thai it was occupied before and after the 
Roman annexation of the Nabatean 
kingdom in 106 AD. 

Dr. MacDonald’s survey of the Wash 
Hasa identified a series of fortified set- 
tlements and watchtowers that seem to 
have protected the routes along the 
Wadi Hasa, connecting the Jordanian 
plateau near the present day town of 
Hasa and the Southern Ghors (especial- 
ly the. Ghors Safi anti FeifehY.Tfie Whtfi 
Hasa survey discovered a sypjbu: large - 
walled settlement from the Nabatean- 


Early Roman period, located higher up 
in the hills towards the plateau. Called 
Umm Ubtulah by the local semi- 
nomadic residents of that area (about 
half way between the Desert Highway 
and the King's Highway), that other site 
seems to have been part of the military 
monitoring zone whose westernmost 
outpost was probably Umm et- 
Tawabeen. The spectacular panoramic 
view from the summit of Umm et- 
Tawabeen certainly lends credence to its 
role as a military monitoring and sig- 
nalling post in Nabatean-Roman days. 
Umm Ubtulah also had Early Bronze 
Age potieiy remains, though there is no 
indication of any connections between 
the two sites in this period (around 
3300-2000 BC). 

Wadi Hasa Hermitage 

Opposite Umm et-Tawabeen, on the 
north bank of the Wadi Hasa. is another 
fascinating ancient site whose precise 
purpose is also unclear. This site, called 
the Wadi Hasa Hermitage for lack of a 
better name, comprises the remains of 
two man-made caves from the Byzan- 
tine period. The caves are perched about 
50 metres above the Hasa riverbed and 
100 metres notth of iL- * 

The caves were first identified in 1934 
by the German scholar Fritz Frank, who 


thought they were a hermitage and 
chapel. West of the caves, Frank also 
noted a cistern protected by a high wall, 
and he picked up some Byzantine pot- 
tery. 

Burton MacDonald and David Graf 
visited the site in May 1980 and collect- 
ed more Byzantine pottery daring from 
the 5th -6th centuries AD. 

Dr. Herbert Donner of West Germany 
revisited the site in the 1980s and tried 
to determine its precise use. He also 
wanted to explore whether it could be 
associated with the Church of Sl Lot 
that is depicted in the 6th century AD 
Madaba mosaic map of Palestine — but 
that association seems unlikely, now 
that the Church and Monastery of Sl 
L ot have been discovered and excavat- 
ed slightly to the north, in the area 
known locally as Deir ‘Ain Abaci. (The 
last time that Lot, Abraham’s nephew, is 
mentioned in the Bible is in Genesis 19, 
when he reportedly stayed in a cave 
with his two daughters somewhere in 
this area. Fearing they were the last peo- 
ple alive after the destruction of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, they are said to have 
gotten him drunk md slept with him, 
subsequently giving birth to Moab and 
Ammon. A church built on the spot of 
the cave in the Byzantine period to com- 
memorate this event was later repre- 
sented in the Madaba mosaic, alongside 
the biblical city of Zoar, called "Balak, 
also (Segor, now) Zoom.” Segor or 
Zoom was the name of the Byzantine 
town at Safi. Just above (east of) Zoar, 
the Madaba map shows a church with 
the inscription "The Sanctuary of SL L 

(an. 

The city of Zoar is firmly identified 
with the nearby sice of Tawahin es- 
Sukkar/Khirbet Sheikh ‘Issa. The 
chapel-cave is located about a kilometre 
east of Tawahin es-Sukkar, precisely 
where the Wadi Hasa gorge enters Ghor 
es-Safi. The caves are not easily acces- 
sible today, though there are traces of 
steps that were probably part of the 
ancient passageway leading up to diem. 

The north cave is partially destroyed 
and filled in, and has cut into it a typical 
Byzantine tomb covered with’ 1.1- 
metre-long stone slabs. Four slabs are 
still in the cave. A door in the south wall 
of the cave leads into the south cave, 
which Donner viewed as a chapel. In its 
east wall, facing the main entrance. Is a 
* one-metre wide apse flanked by two 
„ smaller, half-metre wide niches. The 
’ walls of the south cave were plastered 


and painted in antiquity, and some 
traces of painted geometric designs can 
still be seen in the apse. To the right of 
the door connecting the two caves is a 
badly preserved Greek inscription that 
reads; “ + O Lord. God of this Holy 
Place help (? on be gracious to?) the 
servant of thine PN". 

The inscription dates from the late 
Byzantine period (6fo/7fo centuries 
AD), and its reference to a “holy place” 
at that time usually meant a place men- 
tioned in the Bible, or where a biblical 
event occurred. It is possible that the 
facility was somehow built there 
because of the association of the area 
with the story of Sl Lot, as no other bib- 
lical event is thought to have taken 
place there. Outside the caves is a 2.2 x 
3.5 metre cistern; on its south side is a 
large, well preserved wall over half a 
metre thick and seven metres Long, still 
standing over six metres high in places, 
(t is made of two rows of stones filled in 
with rubble. The stones are not well cul 
but are neatly arranged. 

Frank suggested foe wall served sim- 
ply to protect foe cistern, but other 
scholars have seen it as part of a sub- 
structure that would have been required 



to support a church or other building. 
Such support would be necessary for 
building on the rather weak Nubian 
sandstone earth of the area, which 
erodes easily. Extending up foe hill are 
traces of another wall that may have 
helped to protect foe buil ding by pre- 
venting erosion damage. 

The likelihood is that this was a small 
hermitage used by ascetic monks in foe 
Byzantine period, when such facilities 
were common in this region. A slightly 
larger and more sophisticated hermitage 
has been identified at Wadi ‘Afra, some 
20 kilometres to the east. That one com- 
prised three inter-connected caves with 
sculptured arches, columns, niches and 
alcoves, and decorated with paintings 
and Christian symbols. 



Dr. Burton MacDonald, who documented Umm et-Tawabeen, 
walks on the summit of the hilltop site amidst ruins of some 
of the circular structures, with the settlement fortification 
wall extending towards the north (top-right of photo}; the 
plain of Ghor es-Safi and the Dead Sea coast are visible 
towards the top-left of photo (photo by Rami G. Khouri) 


Schroeder wins German elections, ending Kohl era 


;otland 


(Continued from page 1) 

conference in Bonn. 

Kohl said he had a “very 
clear responsibility" in foe 
defeat of his Christian 
Democratic Union (CDU) 
and was quitting as its chair- 
man after 25 years at the 
head of the party. 

He hailed foe opposition 
win as a “personal success” 
for Schroeder. 

The election, the third 
national vote since German 
reunification in 1990, was of 
key historical importance, 
partly because the incoming 


parliament will move to 
Berlin next year. 

It was also a judgement on 
Kohl. He oversaw reunifica- 
tion and anchored bis coun- 
try to foe European Union 
and its single currency, 
which will replace foe 
mighiy mark, but failed to 
deliveTd on promises of eco- 
nomic prosperity. 

Schroeder told ZDF televi- 
sion that work on a coalition 
would start “tomorrow 
[Monday], in quieL" 

“I can repeat that I will not 
lead a government backed by 
the PDS ” foe former East 


German communists in the 
Party of Democratic Social- 
ism, he pledged. 

Television estimates said 
Sunday evening that a red- 
green coalition of the SPD 
and Greens would have a 
majority of four to five seats 
in foe lower house of parlia- 
ment, the Bundestag. 

In foe crucial results of 
small parties, which will 
determine what sort of ruling 
coalition is formed, the leftist 
Greens had 6.7 per cent of 
the vote, foe liberal Free 
Democrats (FDP) 6.2 per 
cent and foe PDS 5.0, 


according the television pro- 
jections. 

In 1994, the CDU/CSU 
had 41 .4 per cent of foe vote 
to 36.4 for the SPD, with 7.3 
for foe Greens, 6.9 for the 
FDP and 4.4 for foe PDS. 

Turnout was high Sunday, 
at 4:00 pan. local time run- 
ning at 61 per cent, com- 
pared with 59 per cent at foe 
same point in the previous 
legislative elections in 1994. 

Some 60,5 million Ger- 
mans could vote for the Bun- 
destag this time around. 


Senate panel gives failing grades to economic reform programme 


(Cmrthoued from page 1) 

S6.5 billion foreign debt, has 
been 22 per cent in the nega- 
tive in 1997, the statement 
said. 

’During the first seven 
months of this year exports 
declined by 65 per cent” 

Jordan’s sluggish, economy 
should not be blamed on lack 
of investment in capital cre- 
ation — which stood at 30 per 
rent of the GDP between 
1990 and 1997 — but on low 
productivity of these invest- 
ments, the statement said. 

While national savings' con- 
tribution to investment 
increased from 4.5 percent in 
1992 to 36 per cent in 1995, it 
decreased by 185 per cent in 
1996 and 1997, the statement 
noted. 

At a press conference on 
Sunday, Kama! Sha’er, head 


of foe committee, said for the 
government to reduce its bud- 
get deficit winch is expected 
to reach 8-85 per cent in 
1998, it should increase rev- 
enues and reduce public 
spending. 

“But the government should 
not reduce capital expenditure 
in foe form of investments that 
would contribute to future 
economic growth," Sha’er 
warned. 

The committee also called 
on foe government to recon- 
sider foe whole educational 
process and channel educa- 
tional and training pro- 
grammes towards meeting the 
real market needs as well as 
increasing national productiv- 
ity — a promise made by 
Tarawneh in his policy state- 
ment to foe Lower House of 
Parliament last week. 

The committee urged the 


government to develop exten- 
sive and non-traditional meth- 
ods by introducing short, 
medium and long-term pro- 
grammes that run parallel to 
each other with specialised 
foreign experts to plan and 
implement them. 

The committee noted foe 
need to reform the bureaucra- 
cy which it accused of "hin- 
dering productive activity by 
Jordanian or non-Jordanian 
business people.” 

The members expressed sat- 
isfaction. however, that foe 
government intends to con- 
vince Israel to open the Pales- 
tinian market to Jordanian 
products. 

They said they also satisfied 
with the government declara- 
tion thai it will pay its dues to 
the private and public sectors 
and raged it to do that through 
the issuance of treasury bonds. 


The committee includes in 
addition to Sha’er. former 
prime minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti, former minister 
Khaled Haj Hassan, former 
advisor m His Majesty King 
Hussein Mohammad Rasoul 
Kilani, former minister and 
banker Rajai Muasher, former 
minister and President of the 
Jordan Businessmen Associa- 
tion Hamdi Tabba’a, former 
planning minister Rima Kha- 
laf and business woman Sub- 
hyyeh Ma’am. 

The meeting with the com- 
mittee was attended by Minis- 
ter of State for Development 
Affairs Taber Kana’an, Indus- 
try and Trade Minister 
Mohammad Saleh Hourani, 
Finance Minister Michel 
Marto, Planning Minister 
Nabil Amman and Governor 
of the Central Bank of Jordan 
ZiadFariz. 


Albright 

(Qutinued from page 1) 

taeat of declaring a Palestin- 
ian state that prompted the 
United States to make a major 
peace push this week. 

Instead, be said the push 
re Sects the more general U.S. 
coocem “about foe deteriora- 
tion of the process, the lack of 
tfost and confidence between 
the sides and the looming 
^rival of May 4 1999 when 
fe [final peace] agreements 
were supposed to have been 


meets with Arafat, Netanyahu separately 


completed." "That’s whal 
gives us a sense of urgency. 
We certainly hope the two 
leaders have an equivalent 
sense of urgency so that they 
can make foe tough choices,” 
Rubin said 

The current phase marks a 
more intense direct involve- 
ment in the negotiations than 
Allsight has taken in recent 
months when the United 
States left foe two sides main- 
ly to work out their differences 
on their own. 


Albright and Arafat went 
immediately into one-on-one 
talks without aides, a sign of 
the secretary of state’s deter- 
mination to "help broker 
agreements font will make 
progress” between the Pales- 
tinian and Israelis, Rubin said 
Asked about Albright’s opti- 
mism for achieving even that 
more limited goal foe 
spokesman said; "She told me 
in the car on the way over; 
she’s given up trying to predict 
what telltale signs might yield 


in terms of success.” "Clearly 
a lot of work has gone into 
this. But it’s really going to be 
up to them [Netanyahu and 
Arafat] whether when push 
comes to shove in foe coming 
days, they want to find some 
areas where they can lock in 
progress," he said 
Rubin and other officials 
claim there has been progress 
in the long-stalled peace talks 
in recent weeks. 
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Our Crown Class 
is First Class 
Business Class. 
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Business 


Class. 


Other airlines have ned-eye-in-ihe- 
dead-of-night departures. But, 
when Amman is wide awake, we 
fly out to Europe and North 
America most frequently. More 
than 36 convenient departures 
weekly. We've also got the only 
24-hour Advanced Check-In 
Service. And you can relax in our 
airport lounge while we handle 
all your pre-departure 
arrangements. Keep on lounging 
in flight on really roomy seats 
with ample legroom in wide- 
bodied aircraft. We guarantee 
you'll experience First Class 
service down to the last detail. 
Choose from a selection of 15 
international films on your 
Personalized Video System. All 
these First Class comforts at 
Business class fares. 
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8 Economy 


EU finance chiefs see bigger 
role in global crises 


Jordan Times, Monday, September 28, 1998 


VIENNA (AFP) — Euro- 
pean Union (EU) finance 
ministers headed home 
from Vienna Sunday, 
stressing that Europe must 
play a greater role on the 
world economic stage as it 
prepares to launch its sin- 
gle currency amid global 
financial turmoil. 

The Asian and Russian 
crises have underlined 
that the EU must accept 
the responsibilities that go 
with the euro, set to 
become a key global cur- 
rency when it is launched 
on Jan. I. they said. 

“We need a stronger 
European voice on the 
world economic stage," 
said Austrian Finance 
Minister Rudolf Edlinger, 
whose country currently 
holds the EU presidency. 

For example “we are 
aware that Europe should 
play a stronger role in 
activating the reform of 
the International Mone- 
tary Fund," said European 
Monetary Affairs Com- 
missioner Yves-Thibault 


de Silguy. 

The 15 EU ministers had 
been meeting since Friday 
for their last such informal 
get-together before the 
euro’s launch. Their for- 
mal talks ended Saturday 
night, but most stayed 
until Sunday. 

Their deliberations were 
overshadowed by the fall- 
out from the Russian and 
Asian crises, however. 
They are fully aware that 
the euro-zone offers an 
island of economic stabil- 
ity in the current world 
financial environment. 

Although the direct 
impact of the turmoil to 
the east in terms of EU 
countries' trade patterns is 
limited, the back-door 
consequences of the crises 
are beginning to make 
themselves felt. 

In particular, the recent 
sharp fall in the dollar — 
precipitated by the slide in 
world stock markets — is 
a major concern because 
of its negative impact on 
the exporting sectors 


which have led Europe’s 
recovery over the last two 
years. 

Apart from the crises, 
the key formal issue dis- 
cussed was how to repre- 
sent the euro in interna- 
tional fora such as the 
Group of Seven (G-7) 
leading industrialsed 
countries. 

France proposed that the 
euro be represented on a 
rotating basis by the three 
euro-zone countries which 
are also in the G-7: 
France, Italy and Ger- 
many. 

Bonn does not support 
the suggestion, and small- 
er euro-zone countries 
have other ideas. 

De Silguy said talks on 
resolving the issue had 
been open and lively. 
“There was no frontal 
confrontation between the 
two sides ... We hope to 
reach a solution by the 
end of the year." he said. 

European Commission 
President Jacques Santer 
called for EU unity in the 


face of the risk of global 
economic meltdown, say- 
ing Europe must not 
spend too much time on 
internal argument. 

“We cannot be inward- 
looking. Faced with the 
crises, the time has come 
to unite our efforts," he 
told the ministers gathered 
in Vienna for their last 
informal meeting before 
the euro is launched at the 
start of 1999. 

Above all de Silguy said 
there was no cause for 
alarm. 

“There is no need to 
panic. Even though we are 
going through uncertain 
times, the European econ- 
omy is well,” he said. 

On the sidelines of the 
Vienna meeting Greece 
and Denmark — two of 
the four EU countries not 
in the euro-zone — agreed 
to participate in an updat- 
ed Exchange Rate Mecha- 
nism (ERM II) linked to 
the euro. 


New Zealand joins Asia’s recession club 


WELLINGTON (AFP) — 
New Zealand has joined a 
large part of Asia when offi- 
cial data showed its economy 
had sunk into recession, but 
Treasurer Bill Birch said it 
may already be on the recov- 
ery road. 

Gross domestic product 
(GDP) shrank by 0.8 per ceDt 
in the June quarter, following 


a revised contracdon of one 
per cent in the March quarter, 
it was originally reported as 
minus 0.9 per cent. 

A recession is defined as 
two consecutive quarters of 
negative growth. The data 
had been widely expected to 
confirm that a drought and a 
weaker international econo- 
my had tipped the economy 


into recession. 

New Zealand joined Japan. 
Hong Kong, Malaysia, South 
Korea, Thailand and Indone- 
sia among recession casual- 
ties. 

Opposition Labour Party 
finance spokesman Michael 
Cullen called for an early 
election after the data's 
release. 


“After today's news, (Prime 
Minister Jenny; Shipley and 
her Treasurer Bill Birch must 
acknowledge that their eco- 
nomic management skills are 
abysmal," he said in a state- 
ment.’ They have presided 
over growing fiscal and cur- 
rent account deficits, a down- 
grade and now an economy in 
recession.’” 
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Classes Y 


Haya Cultural Center would like to announce that 
admission for the Ballet, Gymnastic. Taekwando, 
Yoga and Music Courses for the Autumn term of 
1998 will be open till September 30th 1998. 

Also Haya Cultural Center would like to inform you 
of developing and expanding rts Ballet and 
Gymnastic School which will be supervised by a 
professional Russian team. 

For registration and more information, please contact 
Haya Cultural Center at 5665194/5 

LUXURIOUS OFFICE FOR THE ELITE 

If you are in search of a luxurious office in its location, its 
decoration, and its distinguished and luxurious furniture — 
with two telephone lines — and all other utilities, have the 
office you are looking for. 

For the concerned call 5856485/6 or 
mobile: 07926540 


Furnished Apartments For Rent 

2 deluxe fully furnished apartments. 2, and 3 bedrooms (one master), with 
2 sunny terraces, 2 bathrooms, modem kitchen, spacy dining and guest 
area. Central heating, telephone, cotour TV, video and satefflte, water 
reservoir. Safe and quiet residential area. No water probtem.NJ3.: One 
bedroom with the same qualities is also available. 

Location - 3rd Circle. Jabal Amman. Near Al Khalidi Hospital, His ham 
Hotel, and The French Embassy- 

Call Dr. MAT. Kan nan at 4632755 from 10:00 ajn. - 10:00 p.m. daily. 

Hotel Inter-Continental Jordan 
joins the World Clean Up 98 

IN KEEPING with Inter-Continental's worldwide commitment 
to the protection of the environment. Hotel Inter-Continental 
Jordan joined earth's largest community organised environmen- 
tal event "The World Clean Up 98.” 

Hotel staff members participated in The World Clean Up day 
organised locally by the Jordan Environment Society, and 
cleaned the NaSur suburb of Amman, roads leading to the Dead 
Sea and the area around factories situated along the main high- 
way between Naour and the Dead Sea. 

Hotel Inter-Continental Jordan joined hands with several com- 
munity establishments, schools, universities and govern menial 
bodies in a unified effort to draw the public's attention to the 
importance of preserving the environment. 


Chirac 
calls for 
global 
finance 
reforms 


PARIS (R) — French Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac has urged 
leaders of the rich industri- 
alised countries to rapidly 
reform the world's belea- 
guered financial system. 

A day after U.S. central 
bank chief Alan Greenspan 
warned that the fallout from 
finan cial crises in emerging 
and other markets was threat- 
ening the U.S, economy, the 
world’s biggest, Chirac pre- 
sented radical new proposals, 
including an urgent revamp of 
the global monetary system. 

In a letter to fellow leaders 
of the Group of Seven leading 
industrial countries and to the 
head of the European Com- 
mission, he said they should 
improve their ability to 
respond to financial crises. 

The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) should remain at 
the centre of the system and 
that its funds needed to be 
increased urgently, be said. 

He called for a “New Bret- 
ton Woods," alter the interna- 
tional monetary system creat- 
ed in 1944 at a conference of 
44 nations held at Bretton 
Woods, New Hampshire, 
where the IMF and World 
Bank were created. 

“The current financial crisis 
shows that we need a pro- 
found dialogue among us as 
well as a decision making 
mechanism that will give the 
markets strong political sig- 
nals," he wrote. 

“The transformation of the 
interim committee of the IMF 
in a decision-making body at 
ministerial level, for which its 
statutes open the possibility, 
will meet this objective," 
Chirac said. 

Chirac said that off-shore 
financial centres should 
respect international rules and 
that the international liberali- 
sation of capital movements 
should take place in a con- 
trolled fashion. 

He said France was willing 
to host a summit to take the 
necessary decisions for die 
new system. 

British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair, the current chairman of 
the Group of Seven Monday 
set five priorities for reform 
— more transparency in the 
world financial system, better 
supervision and regulation, a 
swifter response to liquidity 
crises, better handling of mas- 
sive capital flows and more 
openness by the IMF. 
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US Dollar 
DE Marie 
GB Starling 
CH Franc 
JPYen 
CA Dollar 
fT Lira 
NL Guilder 
FR Franc I 0.1777 


0J888 
0.3500 

2LB547 
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US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar 
Saudi Riyal 
Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 
Emirates Dinar 
Lebanese/1 0Q0 


Last 
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Bonny 0.00 0.00 

Dubai 1423 1327 

UL Gas 139.00 138.00 
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122498 12414 
1.0211 0.1026 
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24089 02010 
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41140 
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AE Dirham 02723 045769 0.1603 02781 

KW Dinar 32929 5.53403 1.93874 427247 

BH Dinar 02770 445831 1.56177 3.68324 

CY Pound 2.0056 3.3694 1.1801 2.7842 




Gold (oz*S) 294 2942 

Silver (oz*) 5.16 5.19 

Platinum (oz’s) 352 354 

AL (3 Months) 1344 1347 

CU (3 Months) 1666 1670 

Zinc (3 Months) 996 1000 

Lead (3 Months) 527 531 
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74375 72789 72500 62375 

JPY | 04453 04414 04805 04805 
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Coffee (c/lbs) 
Cocoa (S/ton) 
Sugar ($fton) 
Wheat ($/ton) 
Soya (c/lbs) 
Tea (stg/kg) 
Barley ($/bsh) 
Rice (S/ton) 



US Dollar 0.708 .0.710 

GB Startling 12016 12076 
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Amman Marriott staff donate blood 


THE AMMAN Marriott 
Hotel in cooperation with 
the National Blood Bank 
held its eighth blood dona- 
tion campaign on Monday, 
September 21, 1998. 

Many hotel employees were 
eagerly waiting their turn to 
donate blood and help the 
National Blood Bank in its 


THE Daily Crossword 


Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Tax-Mex order 
5 Flops 

9 Chilly coating 

14 Astronaut 
Shepard 

15 Incite 

16 Lariat 

17 Housecoat 

18 ‘ Lisa 1 

19 Pale 

20 What the 
hockey player 
Limed thief 
said? 

23 Diego or Jose 

24 Put in position 

25 Vote against 

26 Drop 

28 Howard and 
Wood 

30 Used chairs 
33 ‘Alda’ or 
■Carman,* e.g. 

35 Lasso 

36 Missile garage 

37 What Ihe 

cashier turned 
thief said? 

40 Wine sediment 

41 Butts 

42 Borders 

43 Blow it 

44 Takes up post 

45 Israel's airline 

46 Swallow 

47 In feuorof 

48 Twisting turn 
51 What the 

manicurist 
turned thief 
sad? 

56 Capacitance 
unit 

57 Yellow and 
Black 

58 Theater award 
50 Madonna role 

60 Otherwise 

61 Destiny 

62 Untidy 

63 Soaked in 
woad 

64 Mr, Flintstone 

DOWN 

1 Small pies 

2 HHoW 

3 Result of being 

cooped up 


TMSPuz2iesCaor.com 
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By Randall J. Hartman 
Escondido, CA 

4 Washington 
bills 

5 Maiden 

6 Ger.sub 

7 Lions 1 lairs 

8 RBI or ERA, 

e.g. 

9 Brouhaha 

10 Hazardous 

11 Honolulu's 
island 

12 Part of a 
process 

13 Khaki shade 

21 Shiite's belief 

22 _ Hebrides 

27 War god 

28 Baths and K 

kitchens “ 

29 Musical piece 

30 Pickup place 

31 Shetteiward 3 

32 In the Attic* 

33 Eye covetously 4 

34 Bridge support 4 

35 Nolan of the 4 

diamond 4 

36 Soft drink 

36 Muse of lyric 4 

poetry 


□□□D QQD0 □□□□□ 

□nan Ham acioan 

0DDQ QE1EIH UDUBB 
□□□□□□□□El 00000 
□□□□□□ 0DD0 

□□□□ QQBDDQ 
□□QBE □□□□ 0B0Q 
□□□□ 000110 □□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□ □□□□□ 
B0000Q □□□□ 

□000 □□□□□□ 
□□□□□ 01911000000 
□□□□0 □□□□ 11000 
00000 0H00 □□□□ 
00O00 0000 □□□□ 


CQ19HB TttuvMa 
Mijummu 


39 Cantaloupe. 
e.g. 

44 Distress call 

45 Wiped out 

46 Les _ Unis 

47 Temporary 
behavior 

49 Connecting 
rooms 


50 Swiftness 

51 Do roadwork 

52 Trinity* author 
Leon 

53 Manipulated 

54 Depend 

55 Take off one's 
hat 

56 Opp. of masc. 



Someone saw you hopping across 
the hot sand at the beach and 
they want you to audition for 
Lord of the Dance 1 .” 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 




Now arrange the rinded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


i , (Answers tomorrow) 

Yes ' a " tev H SIANT trusty hiatus 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Monday, September 28, 1998 



Beat 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Trade deficit narrows by 5.9 per cent 
during first half of this year 


**THE TRADE deficit has nar- 
rowed by 5.9 per cent during the 
first half of this year compared to 
the same period of last year, 
according to latest official figures 
about external trade. The deficit 
weDt down from JDS 12. 1 million 
in the first six months of 1997 to 
JD763.9 million at the end of June 
1998, the data showed. 

Exports during the first six 
months of this year fell by 4.8 per 
cent to JD47/.9 million from 
JD502.1 million posted during the 


same period of 1997. Re-exports 
also dropped by 4.2 per cent to 
JD 103.2 million from JD 107.8 mil- 
lion. The decline in imports was 
higher as they came down by 5.4 
per cent to JD345.0 million from 


higher as they came down by 5.4 
per cent to JD345.0 million from 
JD422.0 million. 

Chemical products stood at the 
top of the export list as thev 
amounted to JD 153.2 million fol- 
lowed by minerals which totalled 
JD115.8 million compared to 
JD 145.7 million and JD121.9 mil- 
lion respectively registered during 
the first half of last year. The 
exports of phosphate amounted to 
JD64.7 million (JD65.0 million) 
and those of potash amounted to 
JD42.0 million (JD44.2 million). 

Foodstuffs and livestock exports 
totalled JD83.3 million followed 
by vegetables which reached 
JD46.3 million compared to 
JD88.9 million and JD32.9 million 
respectively during the first half of 
1997. Other important exports 
included animal fat and oils but the 


amount was extremely low as it 
stood at JD2I.5 million, down 
from JD51.8 million recorded dur- 
ing the first six months of 1997. 

The figures showed that exports 
to Arab states tell from JD264 mil- 
lion during the first half of 1997 to 
JD215 million during the first half 
of this year. Saudi Arabia bought 
JD45.2 million (JD72.4 million in 
1997), Iraqi purchases were down 
to JD4S.0 million (JD65.9 mil- 
lion) and Syrian imports from 
Jordan were lower at JD6.9 million 
(JD10.1 million in 1997). Exports 
to Kuwait were less as they 
declined from JD15.3 million in 
1997 to JD13.2 million while 
exports to Lebanon went up to 
JD21.7 million (JD19.S million) 
and the United Arab Emirates to 
JD24.2 million (JD22.5 million). 

Purchases by Qatar, Bahrain and 
Egypt during rhe first half of this 
year amounted to JD9.2 million, 
JD6.2 million and JD6.1 million 
respectively. 

There was also a decline in 
exports to Europe as the total 
dropped from JD38.S million in 
1997 to JD33.5 million in 1998. 
The Asian markets bought less 
Jordanian products this year as the 
total was JD101.2 million com- 
pared to JD1 14.4 million during 
the first half of last year (A1 
Dustour). 


Major firm collapses in Japan’s largest post-war failure 


TOKYO (AFP) ■— An 
affiliate of the troubled 
Long-Term Credit 
Bank of Japan Lid. col- 
lapsed Sunday in 
Japan’s largest post- 
war corporate failure, 
reports said. 

Japan Leasing Corp. 
filed for bankruptcy 
with liabilities worth 
2.4 trillion yen ($17.8 
billion), Jiji Press said, 
adding to the growing 
list of victims to the 
collapse of the specula- 
tive investment boom 
of the late 1980s. 

The company, saddled 
with bad loans, applied 
to the Tokyo District 
Court for ’ protection 
under the corporate 
rehabilitation law, the 
Japan Broadcasting 
Corp. (NHK) and Fuji 
TV said. 

The failure eclipses 
the 1.3 trillion yen in 
liabilities left by Crown 
Leasing Co. which 
went under in April last 
year along with two 
other leasing firms 
affiliated to Nippon 
Credit Bunk Ltd. 

A night duty official 
at the court could not 
confirm or deny the 
reports but said that it 
was technically possi- 
ble for such aif applica- 
tion to be filed late 
Sunday night. No one 
at Japan Leasing was 
immediately available 
to comment. 

In a drastic reform 
plan announced last 
month, LTCB said it 
would hail out the three 


firms by writing off 520 
billion* yen in loans 
extended to them and 
pleaded for taxpayers’ 
money to keep the Dank 
afloat. 

But on Friday the 
Japanese government 
said it would not 
finance the bank's offer 
of support to three of its 
struggling affiliates, 
including - Japan 

Leasing "Corp. 

The imminent closure 
of Japan Leasing leaves 
the other two affiliates, 
Nippon Landic Co. and 
Nippon Enterprise 
Development Corp., 
vulnerable. 

In addition, Japan 
Leasing has outstand- 
ing borrowings of about 
1.9 trillion yen from 
domestic financial 
institutions which are 
certain to be hit hard by 
its failure, Jiji Press 


said. 

LTCB, one of Japan's 
top 19 hanks, virtually 
collapsed in June when 
its share price was rav- 
aged on tne stock mar- 
ket. 

It was forced to ask 
another bank, 

Sumitomo Trust and 
Banking Co. Ltd., to 
absorb it in a rescue 
merger and then plead- 
ed for taxpayers' 
money to shore up its 
capital. 

The bank now lies at 
the heart of a stalled 
parliamentary debate 
over how to deal with 
Japan's banks and clean 
up their 87.5 trillion 
yen of bad loans. 

After weeks of hag- 
gling over legislation to 
rescue the bankins 
industry, the ruling an3 
opposition parties 

agreed on Saturday to 


nationalise LTCB by 
making a forced pur- 
chase of its shares at a 
low price. The shares 
may then be sold to 
another bank. 

The ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party had 
insisted that public 
money be used to 
increase the capital 
base of LTCB — set up 
in 1952 as a lender for 
big projects — before 
its" proposed merger 
with Sumitomo Trust. 

But the opposition 
and the financial mar- 
kets consider LTCB all 
but insolvent due to its 
exposure to huge prob- 
lem loans extended 
through numerous affil- 
iates Buring the “bubble 
economy”" investment 
boom. 

Meanwhile, The head 
of the International 
Monetary Fund said 


Japan's new govern- 
ment needed to 
strengthen its banking 
reforms in light of the 
current global econom- 
ic situation. 

“We have to hope that 
Japan rapidly begins to 
strengthen its banking 
reforms and... its bucf 
aecary measures,” 
Michel Camdessus told 
reporters. 

Camdessus said he 
hoped Japan’s new gov- 
ernment would quickly 
show its leadership on 
those issues. 

He said Japan's eco- 
nomic problems were 
most worrying because 
they came in the midst 
of the Asian economic 
crisis. 

Japan's new govern- 
ment is facing an uphill 
battle trying to restore 
confidence in the econ- 
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COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

□ XV. 

s 

355.500 

170.000 

ARAB BANK 

17.9 

.91 

9 

1.960 

1.620 

JOR. NATIONAL BX. 

13.1 

4.35 

S 

5.100 

2.710 

CAIRO AMMAN BANK 

11.8 

2.63 

5 
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1.550 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BK. 

it.: 

6.52 

S 
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THE HOUSING BK. 

ia.4 

3.45 

s 

3.450 

1.760 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

.8 

0.00 


.870 

.560 
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9 

0.00 

9 

3.910 

1.690 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

16.2 

0.00 


1.260 

.930 
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P 

0.00 

S 
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1.350 

JOR. INV. FIN. BANK 
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3.38 


.970 

.720 
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0.00 


.850 

.600 
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P 

0.00 
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JD 
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.61 .02- 
.85 .14-* 

.59 .01+ 
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INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 
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FORECAST FOR MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 1998 


I 


Bv Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services. Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Opportunity knocks today. 
Could be the chance for a promotion or raise, or even a bel- 
ter job. Your experience will be useful now. You might 
even talk to your boss, or a person you'd like to have as 
your boss. There's something you know how to do that this 
person needs. Fmd out what it is, and offer your services. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Something that was not 
going well yesterday could get straightened out with very 
liofe trouble. The hardest part is already over. You may 
have to change something here or tweak something there to 
getit perfect, but today that's going to be surprisingly easy. 
Don’t wony. Everything’s going to be line. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Have you given much 
thought to your fixture? Have you prepared a little safety net 
for yourself? How about your next egg? You may not be 
panfcuhiiy concerned about these topics, but maybe you 
should be. A loved one is pushing you to make practical 
plans. Go along with that person's ideas today. You'll be 
glad you d id. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You could run into a con- 
troversy today. Your partner doesn’t quite agree with you 
about how tilings should be done. At first there seems to be 
no room for compromise, but that's not the case. You're 
both firm in your opinions, but willing to leam. Gel an 
objective third party to act as mediator, if necessary. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) It’s time to get back to work. 
The moon has gone into Capricorn, and that usually means 
you have to get busy. You might even be in the mood to do 
that. Hopefully you are, because that's the agenda. Don't 
even plan any dates until later in the week, Wednesday at 
the earliest. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Get together with 
your sweetheart and discuss your future plans. If you don't 
have any future plans, then make some up. If you don’t 
have a sweetheart, go where you’re likely to find one. 
Make it easy for love to come to you, because conditions 
are right for that to happen. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You're going to 
come up ag ains t a situation that’s happened before. You did- 
n’t like it then and you might not like it now. The challenge 
is to handle it differently this time. Come from love instead 
of defending your position. Listen to the other person. you 
don’t have to agree. All you have to do is really hear. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 2 1 ) You’re trying to 
do something you’ re not quite sure about. Conditions aren t 
really supportive, either. Somebody doesn’t want you to 
achieve what you have in mind. Look at this as an oppor- 
tunity to put new skills to work. When you get to the other 
side of this, you can use them for something else. So stop 
worrying about it 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) It looks 
like a friend of yours could be having domestic problems. 
Dris doesn’t involve you directly, but you can be a big help. 
You're able to see matters more objectively, so offer your 
insight. Have the couple focus on the results they d like to 
produce in about two years. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) If you re 
following somebody who can’t make up his or her mind, 
you could get pretty frustrated. You're an excellent coach, 
and your talent is to lead others. You're often put in a posi- 
tion where that's necessaty. so you might feel stressed, but 
that's OK. Everything is working the way it was designed 
to function. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You may have 
made an offer in jest, but somebody’s holding you to it. It 
should turn out OK, but you’ll have to try something you re 
not sure will work. It’s a little too soon to be sure every- 
thing's been drought through properly. You might tell that 
to the person who’s p ushing , and buy yourself a little more 
time. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Your friends are up 
against a problem they can't figure out how to solve. 
You’re very creative and intuitive. A hunch you have could 
lead to the solution. So don’t give up, even if things look 
hopeless. Don’t be limited by whether or not you think 
something's possible. Yours is the sign of faith and mira- 
cles, remember? 

Birthstooe of September: Sapphire — Lapis Lazuli 
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FOR RENT 

1st floor of a villa. 270 sq.m., 3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, 
sitting, dining, salon, maid's or office room, additional 
kitchenette, telephone, 30 m3 water storage, central heat- 
ing and garage. Location: Sweifiyeh. 

Tel.: 5812366 or 5862668 
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EXPORT G rrN.BNK.7Sl 
AMMAN INSURANCE 
CENTRAL CRN. STORAGE 
ZARA FOR INVESTMENT 
UNION INV. 

ARAB PIN. INVEST. 
CENTURY INV. CROUP 
JOR. I NO S . HATCH -JEM CO 
ARAB FOOD 6 MED. 

ARAB INTL.ZNV. TRD. 
NATL . MULT . ENG . NAKI CO 
MIDEAST PHARM. 90* 
UNION TOBACCO 87.5* 
XMDS. ENG. 

INDS. CERAMIC 
ADVANCED PHARMA. IND. 
NATL. POULTRY 
OPTICAL* BEARING CO. 
NUTRIDAR 


GRAND TOTAL 


9 i New 12 months low 

S i stock dividend during the p&st 12 months 
N i Listsd during the past 12 months 
P i P/E ratio is 100 or mors 
g i Nogativo P/E 

E : Earning is ssro or N/A for the most recent year 
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Sports 


Seles retains 3rd 
Princess Cup title 


TOKYO (AFP) — Monica 
Seles powered past Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario here to win 
the $450,000 Princess Cup 
tennis tournament for the 
third year ru nning Sunday. 

The American defending 
champion, who is unbeaten 
here since her quarter-final 
loss in 1990, was forced to 
go the distance for a 4-6, 6- 
3, 6-4 victory over the 
French Open champion 
from Spain. 

’It was an extremely hard 
fought match,” said Seles. 

“In the third set, I was 
lucky with shots and had 
chances to put the match 
away, but Arantxa came 
back. The first and second 
sets were the same, they 
could have gone either 
way." 

“It was a good week of 
tennis for me. I played bet- 
ter with each game, 
although it was difficult to 
adjust to the cha ng in g con- 
ditions with the roof open 
and closed," said Seles. 

Seles, who lost her service 
in the opening game of the 
match, often seized on the 
Spaniard's second serve and 
broke back in the second 
and fourth games to lead 3- 
l. 

Sanchez Vicario cleverly 
angled her approach shots 
to move Seles around the 
court in search of an open- 
ing, finally breaking back in 
the seventh game on her 
way to taking the first set. 

Although most of subse- 
quent games were close, 
Seles chalked up a big 5-0 
lead in the second set before 
squaring the contest at one 
set all. and went a service 
break up twice in the final 



Defending champion Monica Seles shows off her trophy 
to the crowd after winning the Toyota Princess Cup ten- 
nis tournament beating Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 4-6, 6- 
3, 6-4. Sunday's win was Seles’ third consecutive title of 
the tournament (AP Photo) 


set before serving out for 
the match. 

Sanchez Vicario said: “I 
think that it was one or two 
points that made the differ- 
ence in the match. The luck 
today was on her side. We 
both ran a lot and played 
veiy good points.” 

Seles stretched her record 
against Sanchez Vicario to 
17 wins and three defeats. 


collecting the winner’s 
check of $79,000 and forc- 
ing the Spaniard to be satis- 
fied with the $36,000 run- 
ners-up prize. 

It was her fifth victory in 
Tokyo where she also won 
in 1991 and 1992. It was 
also her second title of the 
year following her triumph 
at the Canadian Open in 
August and 43rd overall. 


Hoddle 

delays 

contract 

talks 

LONDON (AFP) — 
England coach Glenn 
Hoddle is delaying talks on 
a new contract deal that 
would take him through to 
the 2002 World Cup finals. 

Hoddle will only start 
talks over a new contract if 
England reach the 2000 
European Championship 
finals, his agent Dennis 
Roache said Sunday. 

Hoddle has almost two 
years of a four-year deal to 
run and the Football 
Association are understood 
to be keen to see him agree 
a two-year extension to 
take in the 2002 World 
Cup. 

'There's enthusiasm 
from all parties but Glenn's 
decision, which has been 
accepted I think by the 
Football Association, is 
that those talks will take 
place only if we qualify for 
the European 

Championships," Roache 
said. 

“A four-year contract as 
England manager is a long 
contract and a decision to 
go on for another two years 
is a decision not to be taken 
lightly when you consider 
the pressures you are put 
under. particularly as 
we’ve seen in recent 
weeks ” Roache told BBC 
Radio Five Live. 


Family celebrates Griffith 
Joyner’s life, blasts critics 


LAKE FOREST, California 
(AFP) — Florence Griffith 
Joyner's joy in competition 
and in life were celebrated 
here Saturday at a funeral 
service for the world 
record-holding sprinter who 
died on Monday. 

Family and friends 
recalled with affection the 
flamboyant fingernails and 
fashion statements that 
caught the attention of Flo- 
Jo’s fans worldwide. 

But they also remembered 
a warm-hearted, loyal 
woman who was survived 
by her husband. A1 Joyner, 
and seven-year-old daugh- 
ter. Mary Ruth. 

“I keep asking myself 
why did this happen,” said 
A1 Joyner, the 1984 Oympic 
triple jump champion. 

Joyner, trying to suppress 
tears, was supported at the 
podium by his sister Jackie 
Joyner- Kersee. the hep- 
tathlon world record holder. 

He recalled that their own 
mother had died at the age 
of 37. Florence Griffith 
Joyner was jusr 38 when she 
died in her sleep on 
Monday. 

“One thing about Florence 
Griffith Joyner that nobody 
ever saw was that she gave 
unconditional love, regard-, 
less.” Joyner said. 

“I'm going to miss you,” 
he added as he gazed down 
at the casket covered in a 
spray of white flowers. 

Mary Ruth, dressed in a 
shimmery pink dress, sang a 
song for her mother, with 
just a little prompting from 
her Aunt Jackie. 

Neices recalled with love 
the exotic gifts she brought 
them from around the 
world, as well as the party 
dresses she lent them. 




AJ Joyner eulogises his late wife, Florence Griffith 
Joyner, as his sister Jackie Joyner Kersee, left, and his 
7-year-old daughter Mary Ruth listen during the funer- 
al service for the Olympic track star at Saddleback 
Community Church in Lake Forest, Calif (AP Photo) 


But along with the affec- 
tion was anger over the per- 
sistent speculation that 
Griffith Joyner's dominant 
performance at the 1988 
Seoul Olympics was drug- 
assisted. 

The rumours resurfaced 
after her death, despite the 
fact that Griffith Joyner 
never failed a drug test dur- 
ing her career. ' 

Griffith Joyner, a silver 
medallist in the 1984 
Games, triumphed in Seoul, 
winning three gold medals 
and adding the 200m world 
record to "the 100m world 
mark she had set at the U.S. 
Olympic trials. 

“I’ve heard whole lot of 
bad things, but I don't hear 
too many people saying 
what they’ve done wrong,” 
said Bobby Kersee, Griffith 
Joyner's one-time coach 


and husband of Jackie 
Joyner Kersee. 

“What’s hindering their 
performance? This is the 
time to look at yourself. 
Florence has given you the 
time. She stopped by here to 
say, ‘You take a look at 
yourself.”’ 

Addressing Mary Ruth, 
Kersee said: "Your Mama 
wants you to know that all 
those tarnishing, poisonous 
lies can’t hurt her no more. 
The deadly, scorpion sting 
of reporters don’t matter no 
more. 

“God is coaching her 
now." 

Carol Land, who met 
Griffith Joyner in junior 
high school and spoke on 
behalf of a tight-knit group 
of friends, was also angry. 

*Tra going to be like Mr. 
Kersee and speak my 


mind," she said. “My Bible 
tells me to give honor to 
who honor is due. If no one 
else in America gives honor 
to her, we do here today. 
She deserves honor." 

Land recalled her youth 
with Griffith Joyner in 
Watts, the impoverished 
Los Angeles neighborhood 
that was the scene of crip- 
pling riots in the 1960s. 

“I think about us growing 
up in Watts. Watts didn’t 
afford us time to slander 
each other and put each 
other down.” Land said. 

She said likened Griffith 
Joyner to a flower flourish- 
ing in “a little crevice of 
America." 

“Florence shined a light 
on America and they didn’t 
give her her due," she said. 
But we give her her due 
today. 

The music-filled service 
was attended by some 1.500 
people. International 

Olympic Committee Vice 
President Anita DeFrantz 
read a tribute from IOC 
President Juan Antonio 
Samaranche. U.S. Olympic 
Committee President Bill 
Hybl praised Griffith Joyner 
as a model for the current 
crop of young women ath- 
letes. 

The mourners included 
sprinter Gail Devers, sprint- 
er and National Football 
League player Willie Gault, 
hurdler Kevin Young, 
decathlete Bruce Jenner and 
tennis player Zina Garrison. 

“Florence was a dreamer," 
Bob Kersee said. “She was 
a bard worker. The first one 
out to practice and the last 
to leave. Florence was a 
warrior. 

“I know she ran a race 
faithfully run.” 



Jordan Tunes, Monday, September 28, 1998 


Bayern 
Munich | 
remain 1 
unbeaten 


Lennox Lewis of London, England, lands a left punch during his bout against Zeljko 
Mavrovic of Zabreb, Croatia, at Mohegan Sun Casino in Uncasvilie, Conn. Lewis 
won the fight in 12 rounds to maintain his WBC heavyweight title (AP Photo) 

Lewis retains title 


UNCASVILLE, 

Connecticut (AFP) — 
Britain's Lennox Lewis kept 
his crown but did little to 
improve his standing in the 
best heavyweight champion 
debate Saturday with a 
unanimous decision over 
Zeljko Mavrovic. 

Lewis, making his fourth 
defence of his World Boxing 
Council (WBC) heavy- 
weight title, has now won 34 
of his 35 professional fights, 
but he failed to post his 2Sth 
knockout 

He handed the challenger 
his first defeat after 27 wins. 

The margin of victory was 
comfortable but Lewis 
looked anything but for 
much of die fight. 

Mavrovic, who weighed in 
at 214 pounds to Lewis’ 243. 
offered little in the way of 
offense, but he stood his 
ground and at times chased 
the champion. 

“I trained wrong,” Lewis 
said. “I went after my oppo- 
nents in training. I've been 
chasing after my sparring 
partners.” 

Lewis missed a golden 
opportunity to sell himself as 
an exciting draw in the 
heavyweight ranks. 

Evander Holyfield. holder 
of the World Boxing 
Association (WBA) and 
International Boxing 


Federation (1BF) versions of 
the heavyweight title, strug- 
gled to a unimpressive unan- 
imous 12-round decision 
over challenger Vaughn 
Bean just a week earlier. 

Lewis, hoping to put 
together a multi-million dol- 
lar fight with Holyfield, said 
before the bout that he hoped 
to “make a statement" 
ag ainst Mavrovic. 

“I made the statement that 
I can adjust in the ring. 
Holyfield made a statement 
that he can adjust in the 
ring.” he said “Some oppo- 
nents just give you a hard 
time in there. When you are 
No. 1 in the world they 
train very hard and dedicate 
a lot. I'm sure that guy 
Vaughn Bean trained hard 
for Evander Holyfield” 
Judge Francisco Ciminale of 
Italy scored the bout 117- 
111, Bob Logjst of Belgium 
had it 117-112 and Tommy 
Kaczmarak of the United 
States scored it 119-109. 

The fight opened slowly 
with Lewis content to use his 
jab and superior boxing 
skills. By the third round 
Lewis was toying with the 
challenger, daring him to 
throw a power punch. 

Die fourth round saw 
Lewis land one of his 
biggest punches of the fight, 
an overhand right that 


appeared to stun Mavrovic. 
But Lewis was unable to fol- 
low up with any pressure 
and the challenger 
regrouped. 

In the sixth. Lewis landed 
a pair of devastating upper- 
cuts but again was unable to 
finish Mavrovic, who not 
only stood up to the champ 
but attempted to answer 
given any chance. The 
Croatian’s best moment 
came in the seventh when he 
landed a left uppercut to the 
head sending the champion 
into the ropes. 

The mohawk-haired 
Mavrovic attempted to fol- 
low with combinations but 
Lewis answered with 20 sec- 
onds left, fending the chal- 
lenger off with a left jab and 
right cross. Lewis had the 
fight in control after that but 
at no point did he seriously 
attempt to press the action or 
finish off Mavrovic. 

By the 10th. Lewis was 
spending as much energy 
evading punches as landing 
them. He spent the last six 
minutes jabbing from the 
outside and looked tired 

He denied fatigue was due 
to lack of conditioning. 

“You have to remember, 
he is undefeated,” Lewis 
said 


Jalabert may miss world championships 


MADRID (AFP) — French cycling star 
Laurent Jalabert said Sunday he could opt 
out of the World Championships next 
month because of "physical and psycholog- 
ical” tiredness. 

Jalabert, currently competing in the Tour 
of Spain, said he was not sure he would go 
to the championships In Valkenburg in the 
Netherlands starting on October 7. 

“I'm physically and psychologically tired. 
The championships are important but I'm 
not sure I’ll go," he said. 

Jalabert, a key critic of the authorities' 
handling of a drugs scandal during this 
year’s Tour de France, added be had also 
been affected by a suspension threat hang- 


ing over him after publicly criticising 
cycling's governing body. 

Several other top riders will also miss the 
championships. 

The riders of the Festina team, thrown out 
of the Tour de France after banned drugs 
were found in one of their back-up cars, 
cannot compete due to ongoing investiga- 
tions. 

That will mean reigning world champion 
Laurent Brochard of France not defending 
his title while top Swiss rider Alex Zulle 
will also be barred. 

The winner of last year’s Tour de France, 
Germany's Jan Ullrich, has also pulled out 
because of a tendon injury. 



Chelsea’s Italian Striker Gianfranco Zola celebrates with the crowd after scor- 
ing the second goal against Middlesbrough during their English FA Premiership 
match at Chelsea's Stamford Bridge ground. Chelsea won 2-0 (AP Photo) 


CINEMA 


TEL569923S 


PHILADELPHIA T 


John Travolta 6 1 Olivia 
Nezvton-John .. in 

GREASE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA J 2' 


Sophie Marceau ... 
in Leo Tolstoy's love story 

ANNA KARENINA 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


PLAZA 


Comedian Adel Imam .. in 

AL ZA'EEM 

Shows: 6:30, 9:30 
Additional shows Thursday and 
Friday evenings at 12:30 

V > 


CINEMA TEUS67742Q 

CONCORD 


NASSER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:1538:30.10:30 


UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Shows: 3:30, 3 JO only 


GALLERIA 1 


ABDOUN 

wziTW.cns.com.jo/Galleria 


TEL: 5934793 


GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 

wzmo.cns.com .jo/ Galleria 


GRFAT 

ARMAGEDDON EXPECTATIONS 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30,10:45 


BERLIN ( AP) — Brazilian . 
striker Giovane Elber 
scored with three minutes to 
play Saturday against 
Werder Bremen to keep 
Bayern Munich's record 
spotless in the Bundesliga. 

With a workmanlike vie- 
tory, Munich won its sixth 
straight to open the season, 
one short of the league 
record the team compiled in 
1995-1996. 

But defending champion 
FC Kaiserslautern let a two- 
goal lead slip away in a 3*2; 
loss to VfL Bochum, wMfe; 
playing four non-European - 
Union members at the same 
time, which is against ftit 
rules. -• -rv-r 

The mistake came aftov 
Danish defender Michacf- 
Schjoenberg broke his teg 
in the 38th minute during a 
collision, weakening the 
team’s already suspect 
defense. 

“That was a shock for us, 
even for an old fox like 
me,” said Rehhagel, 61, 
explaining why he acciden- 
tally sent in Nigerian Pascal 
Ojigwe. 

“It was a black day for 
Kaiserslautern. I've already 
apologised to my players," 
he added. 

Elber putted in a header 
that former German nation- 
al team defender Diner 
Eilts failed to clear at the 
line to lift Munich, which 
appeared to be hoarding its 
strength for the Champions 
League match Wednesday 
against Manchester United. 

Manchester's coach, Alex 
Ferguson, was in the stands 
to watch the match. 

Bayern moved five points 
clear, although several 
rivals also posted wins and 
showed signs of regaining 
form after early season 
slumps. 

Bayer Leverkusen slipped 
past Schaike 1-0 as Ulf 
Kirsten, the league's lead- 
ing marksman the past two 
seasons, ended a scoring 
drought with a 52nd minute 
goal. 

Borussia Dortmund, aided 
by the recent return of Lars 
Rjcken from injury, also 
edged VfL Wolfeburg 2-1 
and VfB Stuttgart beat 
Moenchengladbach 3-2. 

MSV Duisburg was also 
held to a 2-2 draw by 
Freiburg, while on Friday 
second-place 1860 Munich 
beat Hertha Berlin 2-0 and 
Hamburger SV won 1-0 
against visiting Hansa 
Rostock. 

Ricken, the hero of 
Dortmund's Champions 
Cup win two years ago, beat 
the Wolfsburg defenders 
with a 27th-minute header. 

But after Sead 
Kapetanovic equalised six 
minutes later, 

Dortmund secured its win 
with former German nation- 
al team player Thomas 
Haessler converting a 66th 
minute penally. 

A pair of goals by 
Austria’s Toni Polster was- 
n't enough for 
Moenchengladbach to beat 
Stuttgart, which got a 
gamewinner from Croatia's 
Zvonimir Soldoto with six 
minutes to play. 

Stuttgart’s two strikers, 
Jonathan Akpoborie and 
Fredi Bobic, also scored for 
their team. 

Kaiserslautern, unbeat- 
able last season at home at 
the Betzenberg, held a 2-0 
lead after goals by Jueigen 
Rische and Olaf Marscball. 

But Bochum, sending six 
players 22 or younger onto 
the pitch, again exploited 
Kaiserslautern’s shaky - 
defense with goals by 
Thomas Reis, Sooth 
Africa’s Deiron Buckley 
and Slovenia's Emir Dzafic. 

Hriam^bneThaAE 
TEL- 4625155 
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Sports 


Italy’s Andrea Gaudenzi, left, and teammate Diego Nargiso, right, hug team captain 
Paolo Bertolucci to celebrate their victory over the United Stales in the semifinal dou- 
bles match of the Davis Cup Tennis Tournament in Milwaukee. Gaudenzi and 
Nargiso defeated the United States team of Todd Martin and Justin Gimeistob 6-4, 7- 
6, 5-7. 2-6, 6-3 (AP Photo) 

Britain advance to World Group, 
take unbeatable 3-1 lead 


NOTTINGHAM (AP) — 
Tim Henman defeated 
Leander Pae> of India 7-6 
(7-3). 6-2. 7-6 (7-5) Sunday 
to move Britain into next 
year’s World Group, the 
elite 16 of the Davis Cup, 
for the first time since 1 992. 

The victory, in just over 
two hours, gave Britain an 
unbeatable 3-1 lead over 
India in the best-of-five tie. 
Britain won . Friday's two 
singles but India stayed 
alive with a doubles win 
Saturday as Paes and 
Mahesh Bbupathi defeated 
Henman and Neil Broad. 

"It just shows how impor- 


tant the tiebreak.s are.” 
Henman said. “We lost both 
yesterday in doubles and we 
won both today and that 
was probably the differ- 
ence." 

“It was an important 
match lo get back into the 
World Group and it was 
nice lo come through,” 
Henman added. “We've got 
the team that deserves to’be 
among the top 16 nations." 
Added coach David Lloyd, 
“1 ihink it’s extremely 
important for British tennis. 
Hopefully, we can get a 
good draw and win it.” 

The match, delayed 45 


minutes by rain, saw 
Henman take a *1-2 lead in 
the first set, but Paes — the 
India No. 1 — rallied to 
force a tiebreaker. 

In the tiebreaker, Henman 
went up 6-3 as Paes missed 
two volleys and then won 
with a backhand service 
return that Paes hit into the 
net. 

Henman won the second 
set in 29 minutes as Paes 
won the first game but lost 
the next five. The third set 
also went to a tiebreaker 
after Henman blew an early 
lead. 
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DAVIS CUP 

Australia beat Uzbekistan 5-0; 
Rafter’s knee injury flares up 
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TOWNSVILLE. Australia 
(AP) — Australia moved 
back into the top ranks of 
Davis Cup tennis on 
Sunday, but it was Pal 
Rafter’s knee that was the 
center of attention. 

U.S. Open champion 
Rafter, who has decided to 
pull out of this week’s 
Grand Slam Cup in 
Germany to rest his sore left 
knee, and Jason Stoltenberg 
both breezed through their 
reverse singles matches 
Sunday against Uzbekistan 
to produce a 5-0 result in 
the qualifying tie at the 
Townsville Entertainment 
Center. 

Rafter hardly worked up a 
sweat in winning 6-2, 6-4 
against 395th-ranked 
Dmitri Tomashevich while 
Stoltenberg blew away 
254th-ranked Oleg 

Ogorodov 6-3, 6-3. 

The Australians’ win 
atoned for the humbling 
first-round home loss to 
Zimbabwe at Mildura, 
Victoria in April and means 
they will be one of rhe top 


16 nations to play in the 
World Group in 1999. 

With Todd Woodbridge 
and Mark Woodforde giv- 
ing Australia an unbeatable 
3-0 lead by beating 
Ogorodov and Tomashevich 
in straight sets Saturday, the 
main interest in the post- 
match press conference 
turned to Rafter’s knee. 

The injury hampered 
Rafter during last year’s 
Australian circuit and 
Wimbledon campaign, but 
he learned lo handle the 
problem well enough to win 
his second straight U.S. 
Open title two weeks ago. 

’it's a little bit of a prob- 
lem at the moment,' ’ Rafter 
said of the knee. 

“It’s been for years, it’s 
come and gone — but now 
it's more ecomlng than 
going. I've eight weeks to 
go until the end of the year 
and I don’t think it's going 
to get a lot worse in that 
time, so I’m fine with it. 

“When the adrenalin's 
pumping you don’t really 
feel it — 1 get more upset 


with it if 1 feel it on my 
serve and I can’t push off.” 

Rafter said he had decided 
to bypass the Grand Slam 
Cup in Hanover this week 
in order to rest the knee. 

He will stay in Australia 
until late this week before 
flying out to start an eight- 
week European campaign 
in Switzerland and then 
return to Australia for more 
rest. 

“I really have to address 
the situation (with the knee) 
when I get home, maybe 
while I’m over there," said 
Rafter, ruling out any 
chance of surgery. ‘There’s 
probably a bit of tendinitis 
so it really needs a good 
rest." 

Rafter and Stoltenberg 
laid the foundations for 
Australia's clean sweep or 
Uzbekistan in Friday's sin- 
gles rubbers when Rafter 
beat Ogorodov 6-3, 6-3. 6-4 
and Stoltenberg beat Vadim 
Kutsenko 7-5. 6- 1 , 6-0. 
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Bjorkman 
gives 
Sweden 
4-0 lead 


STOCKHOLM (AP) — 
Jonas Bjorkman came from 
1-4 in the second set to beat 
Curios Moya 6-3, 7-5 
Sunday and gave Swedeu a 
4-0 lead over Spain in the 
Davis Cup semifinal. 

It was the third victory 
for Bjorkmqn this week- 
end. He won Friday's first 
singles in four sets against 
Alex Corretja and teamed 
with Nicklas Kuiti to win 
Saturday's doubles that 
clinched Sweden's 12th 
trip to the finals. 

The defending champi- 
ons will face Italy, which 
took an unbeatable 3-0 lead 
over the United States in 
the other semifinal in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in 
the Dec. 4-6 final in Italy. 

Davis Cup rookie 
Thomas Johansson was to 
play Corretja in the last sin- 
gles match later Sunday at 
the Royal Tennis Hall, the 
site of Sweden's first Davis 
Cup triumph in 1975. 


Football Association Shield 

Kufrsoum meet Hussein 
tonight in Irbid final 


By Aieen Bannayan 

AMMAN — Two surprise teams, 
Kufrsoum and A1 Hussein, eliminated 
top teams to reach Monday night's 
1998 Jordan Football Association 
(JFA) Shield Championship final — 
the fourth of the Kingdom's annual 
soccer competitions. 

A1 Hussein’s last and only major 
title was the 1994 Shield in which 
they beat Ai Faisaii while Kufrsoum 
have never won any of the four major 
titles. 

The team was promoted to the 
Premier League only three years ago 
and, unlike other newcomers who are 
usually demoted in a year's time, have 
maintained a constant form ever since. 

While Al Hussein’s win tonight will 
automatically give them the tide since 
they finished the competition with an 
unbeaten record. Kufrsoum will have 
to win tonight's game to force a decid- 
ing match for the tide since they lost 
one match earlier in the compeudon. 

Record-holding teams like titlehold- 
ers Al Faisaii lost to both finalists; Al 
Wihdat lost to AI Qadissieh and 
Shabab Al Hussein, while Al Raratha 
also lost to Kufrsoum last week. 

The month-long event brought 


JFA Shield record 
(ranner-np in parenthesis) 


1981 

Jarirch (Wihdat) 

1982 

Wihdat (Amman) 

1983 

Wihdat (Ramtha) 

1984 

Amman (Hussein) 

1985 

Amman (Faisaii) 

1986 

Jazireh (Faisaii) 

1987 

Faisaii (Wihdat.) 

1988 

Wihdat (Hussein) 

1989 

Ramtha (Wihdat) 

1990 

Ramtba (Hussein) 

1991 

Faisaii (Wihdat) 

1992 

Faisaii (Hussein) 

1993 

Ramtba (Qadissieh) 

1994 

Hussein (Faisaii) 

1995 

Wihdat 

1996 

Ramtha (Hussein) 

1997 

Faisaii (Wihdat) 


together Premier League teams only 
competing without their national team 
players for the first ume in the tourna- 
ment's history as the national team 
played in the Arab Cup in Qatar. 

Al Wihdat. Al Faisaii and AJ 
Ramtba. all of whom have won the 
Shield four times, were the three clubs 
most affected by the absence of their 
players while the rest of the teams had 


their complete lineups ready for com- 
petition. 

Jamal Abu Abed, who retired from 
international duty this year, missed AI 
Faisali's lineup due to injury, while Al 
Wihdat missed seven players in addi- 
tion to captain Yousef Ammouri who 
was suspended by the JFA for three 
matches for unsportmanlike conduct. 

The JFA Shield is the last major soc- 
cer event of the season. Premier 
League matches are still on hold for 
now pending the return of the national 
team with two more weeks remaining 
for the conclusion of the firsr leg. 

AI Wihdat. looking for their 5th con- 
secutive Premier League title, won the 
first of the season's titles when they 
clinched their fourth Cup Winners’ 
Cup. 

Al Faisaii beat Al Wihdat to win 
their record 10th Jordan Cup last 
month. They currently top Premier 
League standings on goal difference 
over Al Wihdat. 

AI Faisali's last major titles were the 
1995 Jordan Cup and the 1997 
Federation Shield. AJ Wihdat have 
won the Jordan Cup and Cup Winners 
Cup in the last two years and the 
Premier League in the last four. 


Hakkinen wins Luxembourg GP, 
world title goes to the wire 


NURBURGRING (AFP) 
— Mika Hakkinen stopped 
the rot here on Sunday as he 
produced a fine drive to win 
the Luxembourg Grand Prix 
and head for the final race 
of the season with a wafer- 
thin advantage over rival 
Michael Schumacher. 

The Finn took the race 
ahead of the German after 
an intriguing tactical tussle 
to go to Japan in November 
with 90 points compared to 
Schumacher’s 86. 

Third place on Sunday 
went to Hakkinen ’s 
McLaren teammate David 
CouJthard. 

Schumacher, to claim the 
championship, will now not 
only have to win the final 
race but hope Hakkinen fin- 
ishes no higher than third. 

Should the Finn come sec- 
ond behind Schumacher at 
Suzuka, he will be crowned 
world champion because of 
more second-place finishes. 

Sunday's race was a tri- 
umph for Hakkinen and 
McLaren after Hakkinen 
had been relegated to the 
second row of the grid by 
the two Ferrari s during 
qualifying. 

The Finn, however, so 
dominant during the first 
half of the season but who 
saw his 22-point lead final- 
ly evaporate at Monza a 
fortnight ago, turned the 
tables on Schumacher to 
take his seventh win this 
year. 

There was an early sur- 
prise when Eddie Irvine, 
who began the race on the 
front row of the grid for the 
best stan in his five-year 
career alongside his Ferrari 
teammate, overtook 

Schumacher before the first 
bend. 

But he allowed the 
German back past him 
before the end of the first 
lap, closing the door on the 


McLarens. 

The race settled down 
immediately as 

Schumacher, who had won 
five of the previous eight 
Grand Prix to the two won 
by Hakkinen, forged away, 
leaving the Ulsterman to 
ride shotgun and watch his 
back. 

Schumacher's lead over 
Hakkinen was more than 
five seconds after 10 of 67 
laps before Hakkinen began 
to pressure Irvine for sec- 
ond position. 

When the Finn finally got 
past on the 14th lap he 
found himself almost eight 
seconds behind the German. 

But he had cut the gap to 
five seconds when 
Schumacher pitied on the 
23rd lap for tyres and fuel. 
The stop saw the first two 
switch positions, Hakkinen 
now almost 20 seconds 
clear. 

That advantage seemed 
set to be wiped out when the 
Finn stopped a few laps 
afterwards but a crucial 
McLaren pit stop allowed 
Hakkinen to burst back onto 
the track and swerve out 
just in front of the Ferrari ’s 
nose. 


The two rivals remained 
locked together, only a few 
metres separating them, at 
the halfway stage, with 
David Coulthard in third in 
the other McLaren half a 
minute behind and Irvine in 
fourth. 

Hakkinen, however, so 
unhappy with his car during 
qualifying, eked out a few 
more precious tenths of a 
second to put daylight 
between him and his rival, 
leading by around two sec- 
onds with just over a third 
of the race to run. 

The key to the race now 
lay with the second pit 
stops. 

Schumacher went back in 
for new tyres and a fuel top- 
up on lap 46 and HaJckmen 
did the same on lap 47, this 
time rejoining the 
Nurburgring with a three- 
second buffer. 

With 10 laps to go, the 
McLaren was more than 
five seconds clear. The 
Finn, after manoeuvring 
through the back-markers, 
retained that gap as he 
stormed to the chequered 
flag. 



Juventus of Thrin Edgar Davids, in front, tries to 
control the ball as Parma's Alain Boghossiau of 
France, attacks from behind during the Italian 
League in Parma’s stadium. Parma won 1-0 (AP 
Photo) 


FOR FVHENT 

Unfumjshed Ground Floor 
Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, sitting room, dining 
room, 2 separate entrances, balcony, garden & garage. 
Location: Shmeisani, opposite AhliaAbela Superstores. 
Telephone No.: 5666717 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 
ALL NEW FURNITURE 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, large living room, 
dining room, 2 verandas, telephone, parking space. 
Located between 4th & 5th Circles. 

For more information please call owner at 
Tel.: 5674286 


FULLY FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

320 sq.m. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, dining, 
living salon halls, central heating and telephone line. 
Location: Tla'a Al Ali. 

For seriously interested, please call: 
5536885 or 079/69127 


NEWLY FURNISHED & EQUIPPED 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 


A- Large half first floor with balconies. Excellent for a 
grand family. 

B- An independent ground floor with its private 
garden. Suitable for a small family. 

C- An independent studio: Cozy, quiet & nice with a 
large roof of the first floor. Good only for singles. 

AH are located in a nicest two-floor family building at Zahran 

St No. 147, Jabal Amman. 

If interested please call: 5932509 





Sales / PR 
Manager 


LOVE ALL SERVEALL 

Hard Rock Cafe, an Internationally 
recognized theme Restaurant knenvn for its 
customer service, quality, entertainment and 
employee growth, is currently 
seeking a Sales i P.R- Manager for its unit in 
Amman the ideal candidate 
will plan and oversee the Marketing, 
advertising and promotional activities 
Qualified applicants will possess 3 yean 
Of related experience. Please fax your C. I" to: 


Hard Rock Cafe, Amman 
ATT: F.K - Fax : 962 - 6 - 5934907 
No phone Calls Please 



Jordan phosphate mines co.. Ltd. 
Announces the invitation to tender 
No.28f/98 

Jpmc announces the invitation to bid no.28 f/98 for 
the supply of:- 

(23000 metric tonnes of porous prilled mmonium 
nitrate) 

The tender documents are available at jpmc offices 
in Amman Supply Department, until 2:00 p.m. local 
time Tuesday 13th October, 1998. Application for 
documents should be accompanied by a non- 
refundable fee of jd(250) for each set of tender doc- 
uments. 

The dosing date for submitting bids is 12:00 hours local 
time Tuesday 20th October, 1998. 

Sameh madani 
Managing director 


Semi-detached European style villa in 
Hnou Ai Sweifiyeh, behind C Town, 
340 sq.m., 3 bedrooms, dining, sitting, 
3 bathrooms, garage and garden. 


Call Tel.: 4642229/079-70050 


FURNISHED SEMI . VILLA FOR RENT IN WEST AMMAN 


CONSISTS OF 3 BEDROOMS. 3 BATHROOMS, 2 GLASSED IN 
VERANDAS. A G ARAGE.WITH TELEPHONE. CENTRALLY HEATED. 
LOCATION : JORDON UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS RESIDENTIAL 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL : SHAHATTT 
TEL NO: 464 -9391 FROM 9 : 00 A.M - TO 3 : 00 P.M 
TEL NO : 5665595 FROM 4 : OO P.M - TO 7 : 00 P.M 
FAX NO: 464 - 9397 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
IN SHMEISANI 

Very attractive location and conditions! Independent part of 
a villa: 

Two bedrooms, private telephone, private entrance, private 
and freely maintained garden, both heating and water inclu- 
sive, satellite, ideal for a couple. 

Call 5663933 or put a message on the answering 
machine to call you back. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

THE ROYAL JORDANIAN 
ARABIAN HORSE SOCIETY 

is pleased to announce the 10th annual “Festival of the 
Arabian Horse at Home," from Sept. 29 to Oct. 2. The fes- 
tival features in hand and ridden classes from 9 a.m. until 
early evening at the Royal Stables, Al Hummar on Sept 
29, 30 and Oct. 2 with international entries and judges, 
and on Oct. 1 only purebred Arabian Horse racing at the 
Royal Race Club in Tuneib. Refreshments, snacks and 
amenities are available daily on site. 

A judges' course will be held on the two days following the 
show also at the Royal Stables. 

For further details please contact the Royal 

Stables Tel.: 5342104, 5348123. 

Spectators are all welcome 


JORDAN TIMES 
e-mail: 

jotimes @go. com.jo 





i2 News 


Jordan Times, Monday, September 28, 1998 


Iraq welcomes Turkey’s 
decision to restore ties 


ANKARA (AP) — Iraq’s 
charge d’affaires in Ankara 
on Sunday welcomed 
Turkey's decision to restore 
full diplomatic affairs, after 
more than seven years of 
sour relations between the 
neighbours. 

Deputy Premier Bulent 
Ecevit announced Saturday 
that Turkey was sending an 
ambassador to Baghdad. 
Iraq's own ambassador to 
Ankara left last year for 
what Iraqi charge d’affaires 
T. Hainan di said were 
administrative reasons. 


rather than political. 

“It is a step in the right 
direction," Hamandi said 
Sunday of Turkey's initia- 
tive, without saying 
whether Iraq would recip- 
rocate by sending an 
ambassador back to 
Turkey. 

Relations between the 
two countries have been 
helped by their common 
worry about two Iraqi 
Kurdish groups. Both 
countries oppose a U.S.- 
brokered pact that the two 
groups signed SepL 17 


ending their rivalry in 
northern Iraq, which the 
groups have controlled 
since Western allies set up 
a haven for Iraqi Kurds 
after the 1991 Gulf war. 

In the past, disputes over 
Turkey’s close ties with the 
United States, over sharing 
of water resources, and 
over Iraqi Kurds’ de facto 
autonomous zone have all 
served to sour relations 
between Turkey and Iraq. 
Turkey has not had an 
ambassador in Iraq since 
the Gulf war. 


mmiiiuaiuiuvc icmuiu, giuup aigucu gcpu i/ uicvjuu wai. 


Iraq pins hopes on Annan 
to escape sanctions trap 

R AP.Un A n (T? 1 Tran 'c Kio rainn nf rpfu nppc fpH canntinnc an> an nrw>n. 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq's 
Tareq Aziz meets U.N. 
Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan on Monday to try to 
prevent the latest standoff 
over arms inspections from 
tipping into crisis. 

The Iraqi deputy prime 
minister will ask Annan to 
spell out the details of a 
“comprehensive review’’ of 
Iraq's relations with the . 
United Nations promised 
by the Security Council if 
Baghdad resumes full 

cooperation with the 

weapons inspectors. 

Annan is likely to start by 
re minding Aziz that noth- 
ing can .be done until Iraq 
rescinds its August 5 deci- 
sion to suspend inspections 
by the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM). 

“There will be very hot 
bargaining,’' said one diplo- 
mat in Baghdad. “There are 
crucial issues such as the 
timing and terms of refer- 
ence of the review and who 
will conduct it" Right now, 
Iraq faces the daunting 
prospect of indefinite sanc- 
tions after the Security 
Council decided on 
September 9 to suspend its 
periodic reviews of the 
crippling embargo imposed 
after Baghdad's - August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait 

“The people of Iraq will 
not let others turn it into a 


big camp of refugees fed 
from its own resources” 
Foreign Minister 

Mohammad Saeed A1 
Sahaf said in New York on 
Saturday. 

If the Annan - Aziz talks 
fail, the United Nations 
will have to decide what to 
do about Iraq’s defiance, 
especially if it carries out a 
threat to end all coopera- 
tion with the inspectors, 
including closing arms 
monitoring stations. 

On Thursday, the five 
permanent Security 

Council members said the 
comprehensive review 
could take place only after 
“the unconditional resump- 
tion of Iraqi cooperation" 
with the UNSCOM and the 
Vienna-based International 
Atomic Energy Agency, in 
charge of eliminating 
Baghdad’s weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Annan's special envoy 
Prakash Shah left Baghdad 
a week ago after spending 
nearly two weeks looking 
for a solution. 

Iraq, insisting it has no 
more mass destruction 
weapons to eliminate, com- 
plains that its past coopera- 
tion with UNSCOM has 
gone unrecognised and 
brought an end to sanctions 
no nearer. 

“In Iraq’s perception. 


sanctions are an open- 
ended political game," one 
Baghdad-based diplomat 
- said. 

The United States. 
Britain and UNSCOM have 
in the past accused Iraq of 
making sustained efforts to 
conceal details of its 
nuclear, chemical, biologi- 
cal and missile pro- 
grammes. 

The United States and 
Britain say they have ruled 
out no option, including 
force, to resolve the latest 
standoff, but acknowledge 
that this idea has little 
international support 

“Indeed, today, outside 
the United States, not a sin- 
gle country is calling for 
the use of force to respond 
to Saddam Hussein's latest 
refusal to cooperate with 
UNSCOM,” U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State for Near 
Eastern Affairs Martin 
Indyk reminded a congres- 
sional hearing this month. 

A European diplomat 
said the Iraqi leadership 
appeared to trust Annan 
despite the breakdown of 
the February agreement. 

• ‘Thanks to him there was 
no bombing," he said. 
“Now the Iraqis’ main hope 
is a general review and a 
new approach." 


Israeli Arabs clash with police 
in land dispute; around 40 hurt 


TEL AVIV (AP) — About 
40 people were hurt 
Sunday in violent clashes 
in north-central Israel 
between Israeli police and 
Israeli Arabs involving a 
land dispute, army radio 
said. 

Police confirmed that 
eight officers were among 
the injured in the fighting 
near the predominantly 
Arab town of Unun AI 
Fahm, 30 kilometres 
southeast of the port city 
of Haifa. 

The fighting erupted as 
Israeli police moved in to 
tear down a tent erected by 
protesters who claimed 
the land was unfairly con- 
fiscated. Demonstrators 
threw rocks and firebombs 
at the police, who 
responded with tear gas. 

Radio reports said 


dozens of protesters were 
hurt, including the mayor 
of Umm Al Fahm. 

A demonstrator told 
army radio that police 
fired rubber-coated bullets 
and live ammunition. The 
Israeli police commander, 
Alik Rom, said the reports 
were being checked. 

Police spokeswoman 
Linda Menuhin did not 
confirm live ammunition 
was used, but said police 
lives were endangered in 
the clash. Under Israeli 
regulations, soldiers and 
police may open fire with 
live bullets if their lives 
are in danger. 

Israeli authorities say 
the disputed area, near the 
northern edge of the West 
Bank, is an Israeli army 
firing range. They say an 
agreement was reached 


with the residents to 
nationalise about 50 
hectares of land, in 
exchange for about six 
times as much land else- 
where. 

Residents of Umm Al 
Fahm put up a teat on the 
disputed land three weeks 
ago. Israeli officials said 
they tried to negotiate 
with the protesters and 
persuade them to leave on 
their own, and sent in 
police to evict them after 
those efforts failed. 

About 20 per cent of 
Israel’s citizens are Arabs. 
They live within the origi- 
nal boundaries of the 
state, and do not include 
more than two million 
Palestinians who live in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 



HANGING OUT, SAFE: Teenagers and youths spend time in the Casbah, the old quarter of Algiers, Sunday. The 
Casbah a Muslim fundamentalist stronghold used by armed guerrillas for years is now under government troops 
control (Reuters photo) 


Iran says Rushdie ‘insults’ 
add to Muslims’ hatred 



TEHRAN (R) — The death 
edict against Salman Rushdie 
cannot be revoked and the 
British author's “insulting 
re marks " will increase the 
hatred of Muslims towards 
him, Iran's Foreign Ministiy 
spokesman said Sunday. 

The statement was made by 
Mahmoud Mohammadi, who 
is tipped to be Iran's new 
ambassador to Britain follow- 
ing their agreement to 
upgrade diplomatic relations 
as part of a deal in which the 
Iranian government distanced 
itself from a 1989 fatwa or 
religious decree against 
Rushdie for blasphemy 
against Islam in his book The 
Satanic Verses." 

Kayhan, an influential hard- 
line daily, called on the gov- 
ernment to cany out the fatwa 
and kill Rushdie. 


“The government and 
statesmen of die Islamic 
Republic of Iran... have the 
duty to prepare the grounds 1 
and implement this edict, and 
it is evident that they should 
not and cannot give the least 
guarantiee on preventing the 
execution of this edict," it said 
in an editorial. 

Tehran Radio quoted the 
foreign ministry spokesman 
as saying the promotion of 
relations between Iran and 
Britain could be analysed in 
the framework of world devel- 
opments and the international 
community's new under- 
standing of realities in Iran. 

“At the same time, the irrev- 
ocability of the late imam's 
edict is a feet,” the radio quot- 
ed Mahmoudi as saying. 

He said it was surprising 
that while Britain's Foreign 


Secretary Robin Cook explic- 
itly announced on Thursday 
that the British government 
and the European Union did 
not support insults against 
religious sanctities, Rushdie 
continued his “insulting 
remarks." 

The commentary did not 
specify which remarks 
Mahmoudi was referring to. 
Rushdie said at a news confer- 
ence in London on Friday he 
did not regret writing “The 
Satanic Verses.” 

Asked whether he would 
apologise for having written it 
or bow to demands to have it 
removed from bookstores, the 
Indian-born author replied: 
“There is not a chance in hell 
of the book being withdrawn. 
We have not fought a battle 
for freedom of speech to give 
in at the last moment" 


Mahmo udi said: “Rushdie’s 
insulting remarks will certain- 
ly increase the hatred of the 
Muslims of the world towards 
him” Tehran Radio said 
The hardline conservative 
newspaper Jomhuri Island 
said Sunday the edict issued 
by' Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini, spiritual leader of 
. foe Iranian revolution, shortly 
before he died in 1989 was 
still effective and nothing had 
changed to Rushdie's benefit 
“But maybe the optimism of 
Rushdie and his supporters 
would pave the way and 
accelerate die execution of die 
edict," it added 
A $25 million bounty to 
any Muslim who kills 
Rushdie remains cm offer 
from an Iranian foundation 
and his life is still in danger, 
Tehran newspapers said 


Taleban sends 4,000 volunteers to border 
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KABUL (AFP) — The Taleban 
militia on Sunday strengthened 
defences along the Iranian bor- 
der with the first deployment of 
volunteers since Islamic clerics 
declared that the entire Afghan 
nation should be ready for a 
holy war. 

About 4,000 volunteer troops 
were sent from the central dis- 
tricts of Farah province which 
borders Iran in the west, official 
Radio Shariat said 

More than 200.000 Iranian 
troops have massed along the 
Afghan border as tensions con- 
tinue to mount after the murder 
of eight Iranian diplomats and 
one journalist in a northern * 
Afghan city six weeks ago. 

The radio said the volunteers, 
all aged over 18, had ‘left for 
the battlefield to defend the 
country's bonders.” 

Estimates have put the num- 
ber of Taleban soldiers in the 
border area at up to 30,000. 
However, analysts say this 
would include reserves, sympa- 
thisers and people who already 
live in the area 

The number of barde-hard- 
ened Taleban troops has been 


put at around 5,000. 

The deployment follows a 
declaration in Kabul last week 
by more than 2,000 Islamic 
clerics that all Afghans must be 
prepared to fight if Iran invades. 

Afghan mullahs spent four 
days deliberating before issuing 
a fatwa urging leaders from 
both countries to act with 
restraint. However, they also 
warned that the entire Afghan 
nation should be ready for a 
holy war if Iran made good on 
its threats to attack. 

The Iranian diplomats were 
killed in the northern city of 
Mazar-e-Sharif after it fell to 
Taleban forces on Aug. 8 during 
the militia's northern offensive 
against Afghan opposition 
troops. The purist Islamic mili- 
tia now controls about two- 
thirds of the country. 

It has achieved sweeping vic- 
tories in the north and in central 
provinces including Bamiyan. 
populated largely by Shiite eth- 
nic Hazaras who form the pro- 
Iranian Hezb-e-Wahdat faction 
in the anti-Taleban alliance. 

Observers say the Iranian 
troop buildup could be aimed at 


KABUL (AFP) — Taleban leader Mulla Mohammad Omar on 
Sunday warned that Afghan citizens Ming to correctly recite Islamic 
prayers after the expiry of a six -month moratorium would be pun- 
ished. Radio Shariat reported 

Omar ordered all local muDas to ensure residents know how to cor- 
rectly offer their five times daily prayers. 

. “Once again, all the mosques’ imams are seriously ordered to try 
hard to teach their followers [locals] foe correct methods of offering 
prayers." Omar's order was quoted as saying. 

The cxder warned that after a moratorium expires in around two 
months time, examiners charged with fostering virtue and suppress- 
ing vice [known as religious police] would punish bath Imams and 
followers for foiling to pass the test. 

Omar issued an order around four months ago giving the Afghan 
fohhful six months to perfect their knowledge of routine prayers. 

.It was followed by on- tbe-spot checks by aimed Taleban soldiers in 
Kabul and other cities, asking citizens to answer all sorts of religious 
questions and to recite Arabic verses erf 7 the Koran. 

Many people were beaten with leather straps as punishment when 
they made mistakes. 

Imams conduct daily classes on Islamic texts. 

The puritanical Taleban militia, which now controls 90 per cent of 
Afghan territory, enforce a strict interpretation of Islamic Sharia law. 


a number of strategic objectives. 
This may have prompted foe 
Taleban to deploy volunteers 


from neighbouring Farah 
instead of from more distant 
provinces. 


Iran moves ahead abroad, finds itself at crossroads at home 


TEHRAN (R) — Through 
debate and diplomacy. Iran has 
shed its status as pariah state and 
is taking its place on the world 
stage as a voice of reason. 

Milestones were marked in the 
past week when President 
Mohammad Khatami addressed 
world leaders at the U.N. 
General Assembly in New York 
and Iran publicly dissociated 
itself from a decade-old death 
threat against British writer 
Salman Rushdie for blasphemy 
against Islam. 

The moves gave credence to 
Iran’s claim to have weathered 
U.S. attempts to isolate it 
because of alleged state sponsor- 
ship of terrorism, attempts to 
acquire nuclear weapons tech- 
nology and trying to wreck 
Middle East peace efforts. 

The normalisation of diplo- 
matic relations with Britain, the 
U.S.’s closest European ally, as 
part of a deal ending the Rushdie 
affair capped Iran’s breakout 
from U.S. containment. 

The United States has been 


unable to prevent big energy 
industry contracts with foreign 
firms and more and more com- 
panies are beating a path to 
Iran's door looking for business. 

With Iran’s more moderate 
tone come foreign tourists from 
such places as France, Germany, 
Italy. Japan and even the United 
States — an important contribu- 
tion to civilisation, as Khatami 
noted on Sunday when he 
addressed a tourism convention. 

But at home the struggle to 
control the future of the revolu- 
tion has intensified and political 
tension has increased. 

Iran is undergoing a factional 
struggle over strict adherence to 
Islamic principles advocated by 
conservatives or progress 
towards a more relaxed version 
in line with the moderate presi- 
dent's vision of a civil society. 

Which faction takes the upper 
hand could become apparent in a 
month’s time when voters elect 
the Assembly of Experts, a body 
whose most significant power is 
the appointment and dismissal of 


Iran's supreme leader. 

The fundamentalist old guard 
of the revolution that ended 
2,500 years of Persian monarchy 
nearly two decades ago is 
mounting a backlash against 
what conservatives call a “creep- 
ing cultural coup" encouraged 
by increased civil liberties. 

Much is written in Iran's 
sharply polarised press about 
creeping coups. Hardline mem- 
bers of the Shiite Muslim cleri- 
cal establishment criticise social 
and political reforms carried out 
by tiie Khatami administration 
as a risk to national security and 
a threat to Islam. 

They fear that the moderate 
clergyman’s call for dialogue 
with the American people, " an 
initiative which many Iranians 
embrace with enthusiasm, will 
open the door to a Western cul- 
tural onslaught and undermine 
the Islamic republic. 

Moderate allies of Khatami, on 
the other hand, speak of a creep- 
ing coup against the president 
through a crackdown on liberal 


publications which have trans- 
formed public debate by tackling 
topics previously deemed taboo. 

Most important of these is the 
role of the supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who 
controls the armed forces, for- 
eign policy and the judiciary and 
whose word on all political and 
religious issues is paramount 
and cannot be challenged. 

Khatami emerged from relative 
obscurity as head of Iran’s 
national library to forge a rain- . 
bow coalition of supporters that 
vaulted him into the presidency 
by a landslide last year. 

Mild-mannered and scholarly, 
he is known to prefer principle 
.to compromise and yet remains 
non-conffontational . 

The conservative backlash has 
led to the banning of the outspo- 
ken liberal newspaper Tous and 
the arrest of four senior staff on 
charges of acting against Iran’s 
national security. 

Moderate groups have criti- 
cised the hard-handed moves 
against Tous, but liberal Culture 


and Islamic Guidance Minister 
Ataollah Mohajerani has dis- 
tanced himself from the newspa- 
per. • 

Mohajerani. a dose ally of 
Khatami, has been - repeatedly 
threatened with impeachment by . 
the conservative-dominated par- 
liament which earlier- this year 
dismissed Abdallah Nouri as 
interior minister by a vote of no 
confidence. 

And the popular mayor of 
Tehran, a key Khatami strategist, 
was tried and convicted of graft 
charges which his supporters 
said were politically inspired by 
the conservative judiciary. 

For the time being, at least, a 
common adversary — the purist 
Islamic Taleban militia in neigh- 
bouring Afghanistan — has unit- 
ed Iranians of all political per- 
suasions against an external 
threat. 

But some moderates fear that 
conservatives are exploiting the 
crisis to move against the liberal 
press. 

Sabre-rattling against the 


Taleban across Iran's lengthy 
eastern border has reached fever 
pitch with 200.000 soldiers and 
70,000 Revolutionary Guards 
massed iD frontier provinces. 

The original reason for send- 
ing them there — the killing of 
10 Iranian diplomats and a jour- 
nalist last month — seems 
almost to -have been lost in the 
rapidly escalating tension. 

Defence' Minister Ali 
Shamkhani now speaks of pro- 
tecting Afghanistan’s ethnic 
minorities — including inn's 
Shiite, co-religionists — ■ against 
genocide by the Sunni Taleban, 
and fighting- drug's traffickers 
who smuggle narcotics .across 
the border to users in Iran and on 
to European cities. 

Khamenei has ruled out a mili- 
tary confrontation with the 
Taleban and Khatami says Iran 
will use diplomatic channels to 
ease tension. But the .armed 
forces remain poised to launch 
war games on the border in com- 
ing days. 


Jackie Chan 

says complains 
of stereotyping 

TAIPEI (AP) — Hong Kong 
motion picture star Jackie 
Qian has finally begun enjoy, 
ing a taste of success b 
Hollywood, but says that 
Chinese people in American 
films are too often typecast as 
cops or killers. “There are few 
roles for Chinese unless they 
specially write a script for us. 
Then its cop, cop, cop, kffler, 
kilter kffler;" Chan was shown 
as saying in a broadcast tele- 
vised Sunday in Taipei, where 
the actor-director is promoting 
his latest film "Rash Hoar." 
Rush Hour; Chan’s first 
Hollywood production in ovtr 
a decade, shocked industry 
insiders by grossing 533 mil- 
lion in its nrid-Septernber 
opening week in the United 
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LONDON ( AP) — Ex-Beade 
Sir Paul McCartney became a 
chauffeur for the day Satnntey 
to drive his daughter to her 
wedding. Maiy McCartney a 
27-year-old photographer, mar- 
ried television producer Alistair 
Donald, at Sl Peter md St. 
Paul’s church in Peasmarsb. a 
village in Sussex, sooth tf 
London, near the McCatney 
home. Sir Paul drove the ccupfc 
in a vintage car to and from tie 
church. Mary worea pink dies 
covered by thin, white embroi- 
dered c hiffon Sir Paul’s otter 
children, fashion designer 
Stefla and student Jamie, also 
attended the service. 

‘Girls still miss 


PITTSBURGH (AP) — 
world's first female grandn® 5 ' 
ter in chess said girls are st$ 
missing out on ' the g®? 
because they are never taught 
Susan Polgar. 29, became a 
grandmaster in 1991 and eff* 
beat the world's fifth-t®^ 
player, Anatoly Karpov- Ste 
spoke Saturday to - ^ 
Pittsburgh Chess Qub, jwti* 
counts several nationally 
ranked girls among its foSB* 
bership. “Even today in s®* 

wxmtries. chess isn’t satneW 

they teach girls," Polgar sak^J 

is improv ing and once g® 5 
start to play, they've shown 
have the talent to compete" 1 ® 

















